
Drama Year 8 Unit 1 Overview – Responding to a stimulus 

Completion date during fortnight of 3rd December 2018 

You will learn about; 
• What body and vocal skills are and how 

we use them in drama.  
• How to take a stimulus and use it to 

create a piece of drama.  
• How to explore with a range of styles.  
• To reflect on work and set targets.  

 Self 
Assessment 

 

Unit Overview  
 
To be able to use a stimulus to 
create a piece of drama. 
 
To develop characterisation and 
understand the importance of 
creating a detailed character. 
 
To create and develop an original 
piece of drama.  
 
To be able to work effectively in a 
group with peers. 
  
Be able to give peer feedback using 
key drama words, including WWW 
and EBI.  
 
To reflect on teacher and peer 
feedback effectively in preparation 
for the main assessment.  
 
Set clear targets that will help you 
take work forward into the next 
unit of work.  
 

Start End Key Words 
CHARACTERISATION- is the concept of creating 
characters for a narrative. Characters may be 
presented by means of description, through their 
actions, speech, thoughts and interactions with 
other characters. 
 
DEVELOPMENT- is to create a piece of drama from 
a stimulus and improve a performance using 
feedback.  
 
COLLABORATION- is a form of theatre where the 
script originates not from a writer or writers, but 
from joint collaboration, usually improvisatory, 
work by a group of people 
 
INDEPENDENT- is the ability to work on your own 
and self-assess your ability and performance skills. 
 
STIMULUS- A starting point for a piece of work. 
 
IMPROVISATION- is a form of live theatre in which 
the plot, characters and dialogue of a scene or 
story are made up in the moment. 
 
PHYSICAL THEATRE- is a form of theatre which 
emphasizes the use of physical movement, as in 
dance and mime, for expression. 

Suggested reading/websites:  
 
Google- to research different life 
stories to use as a stimulus  
 
 
 

  Cross curricular 
SMSC: You will look at a variety of real life stories 
and people that can be used within a piece of 
drama to help enhance the atmosphere of your 
piece.  
Literacy: You will have the opportunity to analyse 
your work, give peer feedback and increase subject 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
Numeracy: You will look at timings for your 
performance. 

 

You will be able to  
• Apply techniques to a performance to enhance 

the outcome.  
• Use a range of stimuli to create exciting and 

creative performances.  
• Perform a detailed character that supports the 

rest of the group and the performance.  
• Reflect on feedback and set targets to take your 

work forward.  
 


