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Remember to give your views with Parent View. Simply visit 

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and select ‘give your views’. If you haven’t 

registered already, it is quick and easy. You will receive a log in via 

your chosen email account. There are 10 multiple choice questions 

about your child’s experience at Penryn College and it shouldn’t take 

more than five minutes. We are very grateful for all feedback. 
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COLLEGE PUPILS RECOGNISED AT              

EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

 

Several Penryn College students were honoured in the recent annual Excellence Awards Ceremony hosted by the University of 

Exeter. Awards were given out to pupils in years seven, nine, 11 and those schools with sixth form options, in categories includ-

ing; artistic excellence, academic excellence, sporting excellence and positive contribution.  

The evening is a celebration of the academic, vocational, artistic, sporting and community efforts of young people from 

across the South Shore Education Partnership. Pupils from all four South Shore Partnership Schools (Penryn College, Falmouth 

School, Mullion School and Helston Community College) were nominated to receive awards.  

In the evening’s first category, Penryn students Sky Clemens (Year 7), Caya Murphy, Samuel Brenton (both Year 9) and      

Charlotte Brenton (Year 11) were all recognised for their artistic excellence throughout the year, revolving mainly around musi-

cal and acting excellence. 

In the next category academic excellence was recognised, with Ethan Dawe (Year 7) Jordan Eddy, Eliza Benney (Both Year 9) 

Roseanna Tremayne and Joshua Wilson (both Year 11) picked up awards. The recipients of these awards were recognised for 

making the most academic progress in their respective year groups. 

Elim Sefi (Year 7), Rebecca Hamilton, Gary Underhill (both Year 9), Lara Jones and Ben Mitchell (both Year 11) were all rec-

ognised for their Sporting Excellence in the penultimate category of awards. The group were selected for involvement in a vari-

ety of sports including; Rugby, Football, Basketball, Netball, Rowing and Running, along with county and regional selection and 

success in competition. 

Finally, there were awards for those who had made a positive contribution both inside and outside of school in the last year. 

Eltica Wilkinson (Year 7), Amy Walker, Floyd Ratcliffe (both Year 9), Jack Nancarrow and Katie Linthwaite (both Year 11) were 

all recognised. These students were chosen for their roles as mentors, enthusiasm in the classroom and all round contribution to 

Penryn College.  

Deputy Vice-Chancellor of External Affairs at the University of Exeter’s Penryn Campus, Professor Mark Goodwin, spoke highly of 

the event: “As a university we are delighted to organise this event as we believe that education is a continuous journey all the 

way from pre-school to college or university.” said Goodwin. “We should all be proud of our excellence, in whatever field. By 

working in partnerships, the schools and the University hope to encourage young people to keep on learning.” he added. 
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Y8 STUDENTS ‘HAVE A GO’ WITH SCIENCE 
Year 8 science students at Penryn College were 

given a taste of future scientific based career 

possibilities during the recent ‘Have a Go Day’.  

The event was run by the Cornwall Education Busi-

ness Partnership and included visits from local 

educational links, such as Falmouth Marine 

School, Cornwall College, Duchy College and The 

University of Exeter.  

Other visitors included Asda, Newquay Zoo, Dev-

on and Cornwall Police, ISS Food and Hospitality, 

The Royal Society of Chemistry and Cinnabar 

Health and Beauty.  

Students went round to various workshops from 

the visitors, for a variety of different workshops with 

a scientific context. The college pupils were able 

to explore a variety of activities, from handling animals with Newquay Zoo, to the Science behind baking bread 

with Asda. Other activities included finger painting, underwater photography, a food sensory, massage, cures for 

illnesses and even the secrets behind mixing the best chocolate! 

Joint organiser at Penryn College, Rachael Bastian, said the day had been a success for the pupils. “There’s always 

a lot of careers advice and workshops available at the college, but this one is always popular with the students. It’s 

more specific, but also a lot of fun for the pupils to not only start to think about their careers option but to have a 

go at things in a more hands on capacity.”  

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 

Please be aware that the school cannot administer non-prescription drugs to 

pupils, e.g. paracetamol for headaches, periods pains etc. 

We can however administer prescribed medication to pupils once a medical 

form has been completed, (this can be found on the VLE) and they arrive with 

the form and medication in the original named box. 

Pupils are NOT permitted to carry any medication on their person in school 

due to Health & Safety reasons. 
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STUDENTS GET A TASTE OF WORKING WORLD 

At a time when work experience for key stage four students is becoming less common, Year 

10 pupils at Penryn College were given the opportunity of a hands on week of experience in 

the workplace. Students gained valuable insight into the skills and qualities needed to suc-

ceed in the workplace and many have returned to school with the offer of a part time holiday 

job or an apprenticeship when they leave school. 

Organiser of the work experience week and Penryn College staff member, Rachael Bastian, 

was quick to thank the local businesses who helped: “Once again we have received fantastic 

support from the local business community with everyone from large organisations offering 

placements to multiple students, right down to sole traders who have provided fantastic one 

to one placements, giving our students a real insight into the job market.” Said Mrs Bastian 

The range of opportunity locally was extremely varied with students working alongside dentists, 

engineers, hairdressers, solicitors, IT technicians, architects, radiographers, artisan bakers and 

golf professionals. Further afield the College had students at Bristol Football Academy, Sara-

cens Ltd and investments companies in the City. 

The students arrived back at school enthused and grateful for such valuable experiences, 

that will no doubt set them up positively in life and give them renewed focus for the                 

remainder of the school year. 

Pictured below are Mitchell Hann (left), with Rob Smaldon at Tremough Sports Centre. Aiden 

Rollason (top right) who spent his week with Heather and Lay and Lally Ann Michell (bottom 

right) who worked alongside staff of the NHS. 
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COLLEGE DANCERS PUT ON A SHOW IN PRODUCTION 

 

Fresh from the success of the ‘We Will Rock You’ production, students at Penryn College once 

again dazzled the audience in the recent annual Dance Production. Every year Dance stu-

dents across all key stages relentlessly attend weekly dance clubs, working tirelessly with the 

Dance Production date in mind. There is both a dance club, and GCSE Dance lessons for key 

stage four students. Students take part in various forms of dance, including street and tech-

nique, attending religiously every week, most of the time putting in extra hours. 

All of this time and effort goes into one of their favourite nights of the year - the Dance Produc-

tion. It goes without saying that the dedication, commitment and passion that these students 

have for dance, made the show the success it was. The dances were slick, the performers 

looked incredible and the night was an outstanding display of the talent that Penryn College 

students possess.   

Organiser and dance teacher Steph Nowell was delighted with her performers. “Everyone 

works so hard months and months before the show to ensure that on the night things go as 

well as possible and, as usual, the students were fantastic. We had a brilliant audience and it 

just seems to inspire such incredible performances. I can’t thank the students enough – they 

are amazing.” 
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TOP ACHIEVERS CELEBRATED AT AWARDS EVENING 
The latest batch of star pupils were celebrated at the recent Penryn College Achievements Evening. Students were 

invited into the school to be recognised for recent achievements in a variety of fields covering school life. The cri-

teria this year had made it even tougher to scoop an award, with students identified as the best of the best who 

contribute to every facet of school life, but especially academically.  

The categories included best academic progress at both key stage 3 and key stage 4, best reports and most 

achievement points. Of the four houses - Arwenack, Gluvias, Killigrew and Pendennis; students who had the most 

positive contribution were recognised and each Head of House nominated one student who stood out the most.  

Elsewhere there were awards for the Anti-Bullying Team who provide a drop in service for their fellow peers to help 

with any bullying issues they may be experiencing and the Phonics Team. The phonics team also work with their 

fellow peers to help improve their literacy skills on a weekly basis, working on reading, writing, spelling, punctuation 

and grammar. The next set of awards will be presented in July.  

Attendance Reminders  

Our whole school attendance is currently around 94.5% which is below national average. Please take time to read the 

guidance below to ensure you are clear about the importance of good attendance. 

There is evidence that there is a direct correlation between regular school attendance and academic achievement. We 

need to work together to ensure your child receives the very best education by attending school on a regular basis. Please 

contact the school if you would like further information or advice.  

Please call in on the morning of every day of absence for your child if they are off ill. Please consider very carefully whether 

your child should be taking the day off for illness. For example, if they have a stomach bug or flu, this would be a valid rea-

son for time off. They should not be taking time off for everyday colds, minor aches and pains or tiredness following late 

nights the night before. If their ailment gets progressively worse throughout the day, we have procedures in place to deal 

with this. 

• Please arrange medical appointments after school where possible 

• In the event of a known day of absence, please provide a note for the Attendance Officer 

• The school day starts at 8:45am. Students need to be in school and ready to learn at that time. Continued lateness 

will result in a detention 

• We are not allowed to grant holidays in term time. If there are any exceptional circumstances which need to be 

considered when requesting time off school, please place these in writing to the Head teacher 
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COLLEGE SPORTS STARS CATCHING THE EYE! 

 

 

With the school year winding down, Penryn College pupils have shown no let-up in their desire to be the best in 

the local sporting arena. No fewer than seven college teams have been in recent finals, while other members of 

the college have been recognised for their individual achievements. 

All five year groups made the final four of the county cup competition in football, with years 7, 8 and 10 pro-

gressing into the final of their respective age group. The year 8 team lost out narrowly in a thrilling contest to Pen-

rice 3-2, while the year 10 team were beaten by a strong Liskeard team 4-1 in a score line that perhaps didn’t 

reflect Penryn’s superb effort. The year 7 team (pictured below) were crowned champions after an excellent 4-0 

win against Callington, capping a great first year at the college. 

After dominating the county leg of the key stage 3 and key stage 4 handball competitions, all four teams quali-

fied for the regional tournament in Bideford with three champion teams and one as runners up. The teams 

would all show up well at the regional competition, with the girl’s team finishing as runners up and the boys being 

recognised as the 3rd best team regionally. 

If the college teams had set the standard, then there was plenty also to celebrate, from some of Penryn’s most 

talented individuals. Clara Husbands capped a great year after her efforts as Head Girl and gaining a sports 

scholarship to Millfield College, with a regional Hockey call up, and Year 7 pupil Sam Walker, has been selected 

for the South West of England U13 Basketball squad, adding to his Year 7 county football winners medal. 

Surfers Tilly Theobald and Ruby Breadon recently competed in the British Surfing Championships, with Tilly reach-

ing the Semi Finals, and Ruby coming 4th in the U16 short board and 2nd in the U18 long board. Ruby was also 

the runner up in the recent England National Surf Championships. Elsewhere, Chantal Phillips was called up to 

the South West Gymnastic Squad. 

College Badminton players Mark Pearson, Amy Walker and Sarah Frost have all also enjoyed recent success. 

Mark has competed in the National finals, to add to his county U15 singles and doubles titles and is also on 

standby to compete in the U17 inter counties team at Nottingham University. Sarah and Amy both ended their 

seasons as county doubles runners up. Sarah also added the mixed doubles title, while Amy came in second 

place in the same category. 
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COLLEGE STUDENTS EXCEL DURING PHOENIX PROJECT 

 

 

Year 10 pupils Justice McTique, Joe Lewis, Blake Green, Tom Bowditch, Cameron Waller, 

Charlie Parsons, Brandon Belcher, Jack Harding, Tom Altenburg, Demi Fuller and Brandon 

Mowbray have all passed out with Phoenix Project caps, following a challenging week at Fal-

mouth Community Fire Station. 

The group passed out in front of their families after demonstrating tasks including firefighting 

techniques, hose running and resuscitation. A ‘black cap’ was awarded to Blake Green as he 

was chosen by his peers as the member of the group who had made the most progress during 

the week.  

The project has been run by the Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service since 2002. It aims to en-

hance young people’s self confidence, communication skills and community spirit. The project 

is a Cornwall wide initiative, geared towards students between the ages of 13-17. In order to 

achieve their caps and pass out at the end of the week, the group were given training in hose 

running, marching, wearing breathing apparatus (BA), life skills and problem solving. 

Deputy Head Mr Walker, was particularly impressed with what he saw. “The college has worked 

with the fire brigade for a number of years on this project. It is really valuable work. The guys 

have thoroughly enjoyed themselves and seemed to have learned huge amounts. They have 

been a credit to themselves, their families and the school. We are so proud of them.” 
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YEAR 11 ABIGAIL MAKES PODIUM IN CADETS COMP 

 

CHARLIE MAKING HIMSELF HEARD FOR YOUTH PARLIAMENT 

Year 11 student Abigail Lilly gained individual and team 

honours at the recent South West Area Drill & Piping Com-

petition. Abigail was representing the Penryn & Falmouth 

Sea Cadets at the competition which was held in         Tor-

point.  

Led by PO(SCC) Howle, the team finished in a very            

respectable third place after producing the kind of display 

the club’s high standards demand. Abigail, who is also the 

clubs Guard Commander, put in an excellent individual 

performance to also finish in a very commendable third 

place. 

Abigail was pleased to see the group getting recognised 

for their efforts. “It’s nice to see people talking about the 

cadets in the news. A lot of people my age do really well 

in football, rugby and lots of other sports and hobbies, but 

there is so much else going on out there too. The cadets 

all work really hard and this just serves to back that up.” 

Soon to be Year 11 pupil Charlie Oliver, has recently been 

voted as the Deputy Member of the Youth Parliament for 

the West of Cornwall. Charlie gave a superb and mature 

speech and went to County Hall in Truro to learn he had 

been appointed.  

Following the application process, Charlie put together a 

short video presentation and gave his speech on his two 

key priorities to address - poverty affecting youth in Corn-

wall and developing job prospects for the young people 

of the county. 

Charlie will work alongside the President of the Youth Parlia-

ment from Cape Cornwall School, and will now begin to 

build a campaign to be reviewed by the UK Youth Parlia-

ment at the House of Commons. 

“I intend to inform the school what the campaigns are 
and how people can become involved through the Pen-
nant, twitter and the school website. I hope to send mes-
sages to tutors and meet people who are interested in 
their voice being heard and making a difference.” said 
Charlie. 
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FRENCH EXCHANGE PROGRAMME VISITS PENRYN 

 

Penryn College welcomed students from Collège Clémence Isaure in Toulouse, for the first leg 
of this years French Exchange Programme. The programme between Penryn College and the 
Toulouse school is in its sixth year and continues to be popular with students writes Mr Reading. 

Our French visitors joined us between the 5-12th of May, as we welcomed 27 students and 
three staff. The French students spent a day in school mirroring lessons with their exchange 
partners and testing their English skills, before returning the favour for Penryn students next 
month. 

There was also the opportunity of excursions for the group, who visited Lanhydrock and Geevor 
Tin Mine. The group also visited Elemental in Swanpool, trying their hand at coasteering and 
various other adventure based activities. 

The party also spent a day in Truro with their partners, taking in the sites of the Cornish city and 
taking part in a bi-lingual quiz. The staff and students of Collège Clémence Isaure Toulouse, 
were extremely complimentary about the welcome that they received from all involved at 
Penryn College and everyone here is even more excited about the return journey to Toulouse 
in early June. 

You can read about how the second leg of the French Exchange Programme 

went in the next edition of The Pennant. For any more information about the trip 

or if you are looking ahead to getting involved next year, please contact Dave 

Reading, head of MFL at Penryn College. 
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Next Pennant released - Wednesday July 22nd:  

We reflect on another busy school year at Penryn College, plus the 2015 Prom! 

Head Teacher: Marie Hunter                                                                                                   

Penryn College, Kernick Road, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 8PZ                                                                      

phone:01326 372379 fax:01326 373194                                                                                                             

email:secretary@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk                                                                                        

 

What ‘they’ said May Literacy Box               
Top Literacy Tip:                                      

What they tweeted… 

@UoEPenrynCampus 

“Congratulations to the students          

celebrated at our annual 

#ExcellenceAwards @collegepenryn”    

@PhoenixProject4 “Fantastic end drill 

and an amazing week with students 

from @collegepenryn. Incredible 

achievements this week #beproud” 

Spellzone is written mainly with older students in mind: teenagers 

and adults. It is suitable for those with dyslexia and is also used 

to help teach English worldwide. 

This spelling course can be used at home, in schools, college, 

adult training units or the workplace and on mobile devices. 

It has word lists, Look Cover Write Check tests and games at all 

levels to help students learn areas of spelling they find difficult to 

remember. 

Go to http://www.spellzone.com Use our general school log in 

details: penryncol/spell or see Ms Thomas for your personalised 

log in so you can keep a record of your progress. 


