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Remember to give your views with Parent View. Simply visit 

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and select ‘give your views’. If you haven’t 

registered already, it is quick and easy. You will receive a log in via 

your chosen email account. There are 10 multiple choice questions 

about your child’s experience at Penryn College and it shouldn’t take 

more than five minutes. We are very grateful for all feedback. 
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EXCEPTIONAL PROGRESS MADE IN 2015 RESULTS 

 

Penryn College was electric with excitement as students cele-

brated in late August when they opened their GCSE envelopes. 

The young people had worked incredibly hard and have reaped 

the rewards they richly deserve. 

Students of all abilities at Penryn College have made really ex-

ceptional progress in their five years at the College. Regardless of 

their starting points, everyone left with more GCSE qualifications 

and at much higher grades than they were each predicted 

when they joined us in Year 7. Congratulations to Janna Richard-

son, Freddie Burt, Thomas Benney, Jack Syron and Robyn Flynn 

who made the most progress in the year group. 

Over 21% of the grades were A* and A grades. Gaining an in-

credible 33 A* grades between them, top performers were Katie 

Lucke, closely followed by Niamh Lister and Josh Wilson. Unfortu-

nately, it is impossible to name all the students who performed 

superbly. However, a special mention must be made of Clara 

Husbands, Bryony Rule, Ruby Breadon, Ellie Eva, Lara Jones, Rosie 

Tremaine, Oliver Turner, Damien Watson, Rosie Holliday and Abi 

Lilley all of whom achieved exceptionally well, with the vast ma-

jority of their grades at A* and A. 

Special praise must be given to those students who had to work 

hard to overcome specific learning needs. They have also done 

particularly well, averaging 8 GCSEs each. This Year 11 also had 

a number of students who, when they joined us in Yr 7, found 

reading and writing very hard. They have worked very hard to 

master these essential skills, helped by their teachers and par-

ents. We are delighted they have all attained grades in GCSE English. 

The girls maintained the very high standards of previous years gaining 79% 5 A* - C, 68% including GCSE English and Maths. The 

boys, however, were not to be outdone with their progress the highest it has ever been. Students continued to perform excep-

tionally well in Maths with 73% attaining at least Grade C. 11 exceptional mathematicians also gained high grades in Further 

Maths. Overall, 67% of young people achieved 5 or more A* - C grades, beating last year’s figure of 64%. 

Students who specialised in GCSE Arabic, Polish, Japanese, Spanish and Dutch were all awarded the highest A* grades. Con-

gratulations to Benno Marstaller, Yr 10, who gained Grade A in German at Advanced Subsidiary Level. 

Congratulations also to 201 Yr 10 students who took GCSE Philosophy and Ethics a year early, an incredible 42% of whom 

gained A* or A in the Full Course GCSE. 
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iPADS ARRIVE AT PENRYN COLLEGE! 

All students have now been issued with iPads at Penryn College! After a huge operation that has taken well over a year of planning and 

nearly a full month of distribution, students will begin to feel the full benefits of using iPads to aid their learning from after half term, writes 

the Student Publicity Team. The process started with initial research and since then time has quite literally flown by! Teacher and stu-

dents plans as to how the devices can be best used in lessons are still ongoing. 

You can find the iPad AUP (Acceptable Use Policy), which each student has signed and must adhere to, along with iPad FAQs on our 

website. The FAQs and etiquette of do's and don'ts are also available in the Parent Handbook on our website. The Handout Evenings 

themselves were a great success. As ever, Penryn College turned the evenings into fantastic and unique occasions for both parents 

and students. There were buskers in the street and refreshments to greet the visitors, after they were given a talk in Kernewek Hall about 

the iPads. While students collected their iPads and were given instructions by members of staff, parents had the opportunity to ask any 

relevant questions to the various members of staff on hand. 

Two 'iPad Champions' have been appointed in the shape of Mr Mustard and Mr Davis to help members of staff and students to get the 

most out of their iPads in the classroom. A huge thank you must go to Mr Pell, Mr Lambert, Mr Weeks and Mrs Reines who worked tireless-

ly during the summer holidays to make the process happen, and to Mrs Head for fronting the operation. A big thank you must also go 

to the EST and care taker team, for their help a cross the five evenings. 

Several parents left questions on the provided post-it notes on the evenings. We hope the answers below are helpful.                                       

How long will the students keep the iPads in each year group? When do they get replaced?  Y7 students will keep their iPads until 

the end of Y8 . These will then be handed in and given to the new Y7. This is because the iPads for Y7-8 are set up differently. Y9 stu-

dents will receive an iPad set up for their age range and will keep that until the end of Y11. 

After the 12 month warranty what if the iPad causes an issue in the home (house fire) will it be PAT tested every 12 months? We 

have checked with the fire service and they have told us it is not a legal requirement to have iPads PAT tested for use in the home. 

Therefore there should be  no insurance issues. If any parents have ongoing concerns here please do let us know. 

What evidence is there that iPad usage increases student performance or exam success? Our research here was mainly based on 

visiting other local schools and seeing the iPads in action and hearing students’ and staffs’ views. We were given data that showed 

boys making better progress generally and all students making gains in literacy following the introduction of iPads. One school had its 

best ever results the year following the introduction of iPads. It is important to remember that iPads in themselves do not change any-

thing; it is how they are used that will make the difference. Training for staff has focused on only using the iPad when it adds extra func-

tionality or efficiency. Students have told us at every turn that they feel iPads will make lessons more interactive and engaging. 

How can I monitor my child’s internet use on his/her iPad? Staff are carrying our random checks on the machines and we very much 

encourage parents to do so too. This is the best way of checking their usage. If you have any worries about what you child is access-

ing, please contact the school and our ICT team can go back through all the usage on your child’s iPad and share any issue with you. 
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YEAR 7 CELEBRATE END OF FIRST YEAR IN SCILLY 

165 students and 14 staff attended the 30th annual 

Isles of Scilly camp this year. All tutor groups enjoyed 

four days away spending three nights in tents on the 

island campsite. The students took part in a number of 

activities including learning about the history of the   

island, a water sports session and an off island trip.  

The group travelled across on the Scillonian ferry, stop-

ping on the Cornwall Outdoors campsite with no elec-

tricity and basic cleaning facilities. As well as activities, 

the group had to wash up after meals and make sure 

tents were tidy, ready for the daily inspection. During the 

trip the students were told a story about the dark history 

of some of the tenants of the island and visited some of 

the locations that featured in that story.  

The water sports day was a new activity added to the 

trip, with the Isles of Scilly sailing centre providing a 

kayaking and rib ride session as well as a beach volley-

ball court. The off island visit to St Martins allowed the 

students to relax on the beach, take part in a sand 

sculpturing competition and beach cricket.  

Overall the trip was a great success with the students 

learning to look after themselves and making sure they 

were organised ready for the day’s adventures.  

FURNITURE FACELIFT FOR THE CANTEEN 

Penryn College has again worked with local de-

sign and manufacturing company Mark Product 

to create some aesthetically practical furniture for 

the College. The company first began working 

with the school at the beginning of the academ-

ic year two years ago, and have furthered their 

partnership with these most recent designs. 

The furniture follows the style of furniture previously 

designed in the main canteen. The new bench-

ing doubles the capacity of seating in the street 

and enables the existing furniture to be utilised in 

other breakout areas in the College for packed 

lunch dining. Mark Product has once again en-

hanced the dining facilities with bright, attractive, welcoming seating that the pupils are already delight-

ed with. 

You can read more about what MARK Product said about the school on the ‘What They Said’ feature on 

the back page of The Pennant. The new furniture has gained plenty of positive feedback from students, 

staff and visitors including interior designer Helena Star, who took to twitter to pay her compliments. “Just 

saw the new furniture on a tour . Looking good!” said Star. 
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VISITORS GATHER FOR OPEN EVENING 2015 
The journey for next year’s year 7 pupils at Penryn College has already begun, with a visit to 

the school for Open Evening 2015. On what was a tremendous occasion at the college, 

hundreds of visitors poured into the school until well after the sun had set, looking around at 

facilities, classrooms, meeting teachers and having their questions answered. Penryn         

College once again provided a unique evening for their guests as various activities,            

workshops and demonstrations took place on a fun filled and successful evening.  

GB LIFTER OFFERS NUTRITION TIPS TO STUDENTS 
GB Power Lifter Owen Hubbard was a recent col-

lege visitor, giving top nutrition tips to year 9 PE stu-

dents. Owen is a record holder in his weight catego-

ry for such power lifting exercises as bench press, 

squat and deadlift.  

Owen spoke to students about food groups and 

how to get the best nutrition out of a healthy diet. "If 

it grows from the ground or has a face, it's probably 

good for you." said Hubbard. Owen also explained 

to students how a little chocolate here and there 

doesn't hurt, but only the right kinds and amounts!  
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YEAR 10 STUDENTS GET WORK TASTER AT CAREERS DAY 

 

Year 10 is an important year in any pupil’s school life. It marks the start of GCSEs and the 

beginning of the process of looking at what to do in the future. In March students will un-

dertake the annual year 10 work experience week, gaining experience in work based 

placements, a flavour of life after school and a chance to get a taster in their field of inter-

est. 

With that in mind, 50 year 10 students went to the Cornwall Careers Show at the Royal 

Cornwall Showground in Wadebridge. There were close to 100 stands, with exhibitors offer-

ing students the opportunity to 'have a go' at job related tasks, ask questions and start 

thinking about their future plans. Stalls included water sports with Falmouth Marine School, 

hospitality based apprenticeships and making cob bricks that are used in the restoration of 

old buildings with Leslie Cornell Building Restoration. 

Students were able to speak to employers and organisations, try new skills and find out first 

hand what it is like to work in a specific sector or industry. Students had a fabulous morning 

and have already been asking if they can go again next year.  

Organiser Rachael Bastian spoke of how important it was to start the process early. "It's nev-

er too early to think about what you want to do when you leave school. Lots of people 

leave school and still aren't sure about which direction they want to go in and that's fine. 

These kinds of events are there to support students at various stages of their career devel-

opment and plans." 
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JACK CONTINUES TO MAKE SPLASH AT NATIONALS 
It has been a busy few months for Truro City Swimming Club Vice President 

Jack Rogers, and there is no end in sight to the competition for the year 11 

student. Whilst others may have been on their holidays in the summer Jack 

was busy competing in the National Swimming Championships in Sheffield, 

finishing in a very respectable 13th place.  

Jack was subsequently selected to swim for Cornwall in the National Inter-

County Teams again in Sheffield earlier this month. Jack and the rest of the 

team travelled up together during the course of the weekend to compete. 

The Truro City Swimming Club will again be taking a squad to compete in 

Jersey just before the half term break, where Jack and the team will be 

hoping to replicate last year’s success in the same competition. 

If everything goes according to plan, Jack is predicted to qualify for the 

National Short Course in Sheffield and if he does, this will be on December 

17th. 

An update on how Jack got on in his events will be availa-

ble online and in the next edition of The Pennant. Well 

done Jack and good luck! 

WALES FOOTBALL CALL UP FOR FOOTBALL ACE LUKE 
Penryn College student Luke Jephcott has been training 

with the Welsh under 16 football team following an impres-

sive rise. Luke, aged 15 and in his final year of school, joined 

up with the squad in Newport during the summer holidays.  

Luke caught the eye of the selector’s eye following excellent 

showings for the Plymouth Argyle youth team last season. 

Luke represented Argyle at under 18 level despite his young 

age. He more recently scored against Premier League team 

Bournemouth – just two minutes after coming on as a substi-

tute! 

The selection is even more impressive, given that the Welsh 

national side have risen to an all-time high of ninth in the 

FIFA world rankings and have recently qualified for the      

European Championships in France next year.  

Luke has been part of the Penryn College Primary Develop-

ment programme since he was eight years old. Football  

Development Officer at the school and Truro City Captain, 

Jake Ash, welcomed the news. “I was delighted to hear that 

Luke had been asked to train with the side.” said Ash. “We’ve 

watched him grow for seven years now. Myself and the   

other coaches are delighted to see what outstanding     

progress he’s made.” 
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BENNO MAKING WAVES IN NATIONALS 
The recent adventure’s of year 11 pupil Benno 

Marstaller have seen the young sailor compete 

abroad again, with more successful showings in 

the water. Benno had the luxury of having to only 

travel as far as Marazion initially, before setting sail 

for Travameunde, Germany. 

At the British Nationals in Marazion, Benno was 

crowned the 2015 British Laser 4.7 Champion. He 

then competed in the German Championships in 

Travameunde to collect the title of German (Youth) 

Laser 4.7 Champion 2015. The German Champi-

onships were decided in a race similar to what is 

used in the Olympics, which saw Benno come out 

on top.  

INTERACT CLUB ELECTS PRESIDENT AND SENIOR TEAM 
The Interact Club have appointed Naomi Jones as their new President following an internal election by members 

of the group. 

The Interact Club runs on a Wednesday after school from 3.15-4.30pm, looking at ways to support events and 

charities in the local community. The student members of the group also voted for and elected the positions of 

Vice-President and Secretary. Each prospective candidate had to give a presentation to the cohort as well as 

Jim Henderson and Ann Congdon from The Rotary Club. 

Ms Hunter attended the meeting on Wednesday October 14th to award the chains of office to Naomi Jones 

(President), Daisy Booker (Vice-President) and Olivia Gifford (Secretary). As a club, Interact also nominated and 

voted for a local charity of their choice, which this year will be Little Harbour Children’s Hospice. 

The Interact Club’s International Charity is Literacy in a Box. This half term members have decided to run a       

tombola stall to raise funds for the charity, Little Harbour, and have been writing and telephoning businesses for 

contributions for prizes. The Tombola will be held in school on October 21st and 22nd at lunchtimes. Find out 

more on how this went in the next issue of The Pennant. 
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ZOEY WRIGHT - BODYBUILDING WITH ‘UC’ 
 

In this month’s edition of Alumni, we look at former College 

pupil Zoey Wright, who has been crowned Female British 

Bodybuilding Champion and as a result has qualified for the 

World Championships. Zoey’s achievement is made all the 

more impressive by the fact she has done so whilst suffering 

with ulcerative colitis. 

Zoey was diagnosed in 2014, and late in the year made the 

decision to have ileostomy surgery - a life changing decision 

in itself. Months later and despite still experiencing some 

symptoms, Zoey was training hard in her local gym with diet 

plans and training programmes designed by her partner 

Connor.  

Such was Zoey's progress and results, she soon entered into 

the National Female Bodybuilding Championships. This not 

only gave Zoey something to train and aim for, but chan-

nelled her condition, something she cited as a ‘coping 

mechanism’ . 

Training harder than ever, the competition date was approaching fast, so too was Zoey’s mus-

cle development and confidence. She would have to appear on stage in swim wear and a 

muscle defining tan, whilst still showing her colostomy bag in an attempt to wow the judges. 

She did just that, with the panel notably impressed with Zoey and so much so, she won the 

competition in quite incredible circumstances, despite all the setbacks along the way on this 

rollercoaster of a journey. Zoey had qualified for the World Championships as a result of her 

success, but due to a recent health setback she has had to unfortunately pull out. 

The recent setback has done nothing to dampen Zoey’s spirits, and she is still brimming with 

pride after the culmination of quite a journey. “When you have a passion and drive for some-

thing you enjoy, nothing will stop you. Bodybuilding has always been my coping mechanism 

and it continues to be that every day. I’m in control with it and I’m going to stop this thing!” she 

said. 
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NEW YEAR 7 PUPILS ENJOY OUTDOOR ADVENTURES 

At the start of the year each tutor group 

takes part in an activity day which allows not 

only the tutor group to get to know each 

other better but the tutor as well. On this oc-

casion the group divided into three teams 

for the day taking part in five different team 

building sessions.  

During the sessions the group earned points 

for their team, building up a total. During the 

afternoons they could spend this on equip-

ment to build a shelter. Whilst building the 

shelter the groups were provided with a bbq 

which saw members of the group bringing in 

food, cooking and preparing meals them-

selves to eat in their shelters. The day allows 

the students to learn all about working as a 

team and what qualities make a good lead-

er as well as budgeting and decision mak-

ing. 

STUDENTS SHOW CREATIVE SIDE IN ART EXHIBITION 
On Friday 9th October we held the opening night of the annual Year 11 GCSE Art and Design Exhibition. The exhi-

bition took place in Kernewek Hall, which was transformed into a fantastic gallery setting which showcased stu-

dents’ work. There was a broad range of styles and subject matter displayed, using a wide variety of media, in-

cluding: ceramics painting and printing. The skill with which pupils created their work, and imagination shown, was 

exceptional. Students received very positive comments about the quality and diversity of art work displayed.  

Head of Art, Debbie Orford said, ‘The annual Art Exhibition is an excellent opportunity for us to celebrate the hard 

work and dedication pupils give to developing their art work. I would like to congratulate the students for the suc-

cess of this exhibition. The work displayed showcases their imagination, creativity and individuality. The quality of 

work continues to improve every year and this exhibition reflects the high examination success of this year group. 

It has been lovely to see the reaction of pupils, staff and parents visiting the exhibition, and to hear their com-

ments and praise. This exhibition has proved to be a fantastic inspiration to future year groups.’   
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What ‘they’ said  

What they tweeted… 

@MARKProduct “Proud to 

be working with @collegepenryn 

again. Still the smartest school in 

Cornwall!.”    

@Truro_Penwith “@collegepenryn 

we’re looking forward to meeting 

lots of you in November!” 

Literacy on the web: our recommended dic�onary and 

thesaurus websites. 

 

Wondering how to spell a word? Want to know what it 

means? Where it comes from? Want another word 

that means the same as this word? Need to see how it 

is used in a sentence? Would you like to know what its 

equivalent is in another language?  

 

We recommend students bookmark these website 

pages to provide accessible, accurate and o!en fasci-

na�ng informa�on about words!  

 

h$p://www.collinsdic�onary.com/    

 

h$p://www.collinsdic�onary.com/english-thesaurus 

Literacy Box - October 

RAISE YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE - RAISE THEIR CHANCES 

If you think 90% attendance is good... 
90% attendance means:  

• 17 missed school days a year 

• ½ a school year missed over 5 years  

• Over 250 hours of learning missed 

• A drop of at least one whole grade across EVERY GCSE 

subject (Department for Education research).      

• Help us to help your child achieve! The greater the attend-

ance, the greater the achievement. If, for a valid reason, 

your child is absent from school, they MUST catch up the 

missing work on their return. They are to report to their tutor 

for advice. 


