
Year 9 Unit 1 Overview- World War Two and the Holocaust 
 
 
Completion date: W/C 4th Sept – 25th November 
 

                                                           Target grade for test:  
 
 
You will learn about: The causes of the conflict, what happened during the war, why the war ended, what led to the 
Holocaust, and the nature of the Final Solution.  
 
You will develop the skills of: Writing effective explanations, and analysing the importance/significance of historical 
events. 

Lesson Overview  
1. What caused WW2?  
2. How did the Germans do so well in the early 

stages of the war?  
3. What happened at Dunkirk and during the 

Battle of Britain?  
4. Why was D-Day a turning point in the conflict?  
5. What happened in the Pacific during WW2?  
6. What were Nazi attitudes towards race?  
7. Why did people support the Nazis?  
8. What was the final solution?  

 
There will also be enrichment opportunities… 

1. How did the Nazi’s come to power 
2. What impact did the war have on the home 

front?  
3. Why did the USA join WW2?  
4. How did the war in Europe end?  
5. Who was to blame for the Holocaust?  

 

Research  

Note-making  

Group work & discussion   

Memorisation  

Precision & accuracy  

Independence  

Reflection   
 

Key Words 
Allies - countries who joined forces to fight the Axis 
Powers (Germany, Italy and Japan.) 
Appeasement – the policy of giving in to Hitler’s 
demands prior to the outbreak of WW2. It was to try to 
prevent war.  
Aryan – a blonde hair, blue eyed, white person.  
Atomic Bomb – a nuclear fusion bomb which caused 
immense destruction.  
Blitzkrieg – “lightning war.”  Hitler’s invasion strategy of 
attacking a nation suddenly and with overwhelming 
force.  
Bystander - a person who is present at an event or 
incident but does not take part.  
Concentration Camp – a place in which large numbers 
of people were imprisoned with poor facilities. 
The Final Solution - The code name used by the Nazis 
to refer to the mass murder of the Jews. 
Holocaust – the mass murder of Jews and members of 
many other groups in Europe between 1940 and 1945 
by the Nazis. 
Luftwaffe- the German air force. 
Perpetrator - a person who carries out a harmful act. 
Persecution – cruel and unfair treatment of a person or 
group, especially because of their religious or political 
beliefs, or their race.  
Propaganda – the organized spreading of information, 
to help or damage the cause of a government. 
Führer – leader: applied especially to Adolf Hitler 
Resistor – Someone who tried to stop the Holocaust 
from happening.  

Suggested reading or support available  
Once by Morris Gleitzman. Is the story of a young 
Jewish boy who is determined to escape the orphanage 
he lives in to save his Jewish parents from the Nazis. 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne. Nine 
year-old Bruno knows nothing of the Holocaust. He is 
oblivious to the cruelties being inflicted on people by 
his country…until he ends up living next to one.  
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. Liesel has been dealt 
a hard life. As if it wasn't bad enough that she was 
growing up in Nazi Germany, her brother dies in front 
of her as she is being taken to live with a family she has 
never met. At her brother's grave she finds something 
that allows her to make it through. She finds and steals 
her first book.  

Cross curricular 
SMSC: explore emotional concepts, express and respect 
personal values and feelings, explore the ideas of right 
and wrong, explore moral and ethical issues linked to 
the Holocaust. Discuss the ideas of respect and 
tolerance. Use imagination and creativity to design the 
Holocaust memorial.  
Literacy: PEEL paragraphs. Essay writing. Skimming and 
scanning text.  
Numeracy: chronology of causes of WW2. Time lines 
for key events in the war. 



 


