
Year 8 Unit 3 Overview: Analysing Poetry 

Assessed through poetry reading assessment 

Target grade for tests: February 2020 

You will learn how to: 

 Understand ideas and messages in a poem 

 Explain the effects of writers’ choices (language and structure) 

 Build a personal interpretation of a poem 

 

Unit Overview  
During this unit, you will focus on developing the 
following skills: 
 

 Building your personal interpretation of a poem 

 Explaining key ideas and themes in a poem or 
cluster of poems. 

 Analysing a poet’s choice of words, linguistic 
techniques and structural techniques for specific 
effects. 

 Selecting relevant textual evidence from a poem. 

 Understanding the influences on a writer and how 
the poem has been constructed (context) 

Key Words: 
 

form: the type of poem 
structure: the order and arrangement of ideas in a poem 
voice: the person narrating the poem 
stanza: a group of lines (unit of a poem) 
couplet: a stanza consisting of two lines, often rhymed 
oxymoron: a phrase which appears to contradict itself 
rhyme scheme: how the rhyme is arranged within the 
poem 
caesura: a pause in a line of poetry 
enjambment: the continuation of a sentence or clause 
over a line-break 
sibilance: repetition of ‘s’ and ‘sh’ sounds  
simile: the comparison of one thing with another, using 
‘like’ or ‘as’ 
metaphor: a word or phrase which compares two 
objects, thoughts or feelings to provide a stronger image 
imagery: visually descriptive or figurative language used 
in a way that it appeals to our physical senses. 
 

Suggested reading or support available: 
www.poetryarchive.org for listening to poets reading 
their work, looking at poems by theme and 
understanding poetic terms 
 

Cross curricular: 
 
SMSC: understanding relationships, cultures and the 
world around you 
 
Literacy: reading for meaning; looking for alternative or 
deeper meanings in the poems 
 
Numeracy: using planning diagrams to write essays 
 

iPad opportunities: 

 SimpleMind: great for planning ideas for a 
response 

 Padlet- group work interpreting a poem 

 Book Creator- collating portfolio work together for 
feedback 

 iMovie- filming creative responses to a poem 
 

 

http://www.poetryarchive.org/

