
Year 10 Unit 2: Love + Relationships Poetry  Assessment: Literature 2 

Why this? The summer term in Year 9 concludes with the start of our GCSE 

journey: an Anthology of ‘Love and Relationships Poetry’, which further develops 

the familiar themes in KS3: changing relationships, family and power.  
 

 

Why now? These 15 GCSE poems build upon the poetry satellite texts studied at 

KS3. Through studying them, we will develop the interpretive and analytical skills 

which are needed throughout the GCSE course.  
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 Reading Analysis Skills: PROGRESS 

1. Develop a response to text simple clear analytical 

2. Use analytical paragraphs basic developed extended 

m
os

tl
y 

3. Select quotations simple effective precise 

4. Use key terminology some range extensive 

5. Analyse effects/meanings consideration examination exploration 
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 6. Make inferences basic developed extended 

7. Make links/comparisons relevant developed exploration 

8. Understand writers’ views and 

the context of texts  

awareness understanding exploration 
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 Writing Skills: PROGRESS 

1. Devise ideas relevant interesting compelling 

2. Choose vocabulary simple varied advanced 

m
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3. Choose sentence forms basic effective crafted 

4. Choose punctuation simple varied advanced 

5. Use paragraphs deliberate effective crafted 
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 6. Choose language methods deliberate effective crafted 

7. Choose structure methods deliberate effective crafted 

8. Match writing to audience, 

form and purpose 

awareness effective convincing 

 

KEY TERMINOLOGY (AO2) 

• pathetic fallacy 

• metaphor 

• similes 

• personification 

• emotive language 

• imagery 

• alliteration/sibilance 

• oxymoron 

• repetition 

• semantic field/lexical 

field 

• rule of three 

• religious references 

• rhetorical questions 

• painful/violent verbs 

 

• regular/irregular rhyme 

• regular/irregular structure 

• single line stanza, couplet, tercet, quatrain, 

quintet, sestet, octet 

• rhyming couplet 

• listing  

• contrasts/antithesis 

• enjambment 

• caesura/ellipsis 

• dramatic monologue 

• sonnet 

• poetic meter 

• cyclical structure 

KEY VOCABULARY 

• unrequited love 

• reciprocated 

• unconditional 

• independent 

• platonic 

• Romantic era 

• inert/inertia 

• meandering 

• venomous 

• vitriolic 

• equilibrium 

 



 

When We Two 

Parted 

“half broken-

hearted” 

 

“a knell in mine 

ear” 

“in silence and 

tears” 

“sever” 

“rue” 

“the dew of the 

morning sunk chill 

on my brow” 

“Why wert thou so 

dear?” 

Love’s Philosophy “clasp” 

“mix” 

“mingle” 

“the sunlight 

clasps the earth” 

“the mountains 

kiss high heaven” 

“a law divine” “Why not I with 

thine?” 

 

“nothing in the 

world is single” 

Neutral Tones “ash” 

“grey” 

“white” 

“like an ominous 

bird a-wing”” 

“a grin of 

bitterness” 

“starving sod” 

 

“eyes that rove” 

“swept” 

“the smile on your 

mouth was the 

deadest thing alive” 

Walking Away “like a satellite 

wrenched from its 

orbit” 

“like a winged seed 

loosened from its 

parent stem”  

“touch-lines new 

ruled” 

“hesitant” 

“eddying” 

“drifting“  

“into a wilderness” “a half-fledged 

thing set free” 

Letters from 

Yorkshire 

“across the icy 

miles”  

“pouring light and 

air into an 

envelope” 

“same news in 

different houses” 

 

“digging” 

“planting” 

“blank screen”  

“souls” “the first 

lapwings” 

Eden Rock “H.P. sauce bottle” 

“Thermos” 

“tin cups” 

“Crossing is not as 

hard as you may 

think” 

“the sky whitens 

as if lit by three 

suns” 

“beckon” “They are waiting 

for me” 

“I had not thought 

that it would be 

like this” 

Follower “his shoulders 

globed like a full 

sail strung” 

“An expert.” 

“mapping the 

furrow exactly” 

“dipping” 

“rising”  

“broad shadow” “tripping” “falling” 

“yapping” 

“stumbling” 

Mother, any 

distance 

“Kite” 

“Anchor” 

“pinch” 

“breaking point” 

“unreeling years 

between us” 

“acres” 

“prairies” 

“an endless sky” “to fall or fly” 

Before You Were 

Mine 

“Marilyn” 

 

“clear as scent” 

  

“my loud, 

possessive yell” 

“sparkle and waltz 

and laugh” 

“your ghost 

clatters toward me” 

“whose small bites 

on your neck, 

sweetheart?” 

Winter Swans “waterlogged 

earth” 

“gulping for 

breath” 

“like boats 

righting in rough 

weather” 

“icebergs” 

“dark water” 

“slow-stepping” 

“shingle and sand” 

“porcelain” 

“folded” “like a pair 

of wings settling 

after flight” 

Singh Song! “my newly bride” “vee share in 

chapatti”  

“like vee rowing 

through Putney” 

“di worst Indian 

shop on di whole 

Indian road” 

“Tartan sari” 

“donkey jacket” 

“pumps” 

“whispering stairs” 

“silver stool” 

“brightey moon” 

Climbing My 

Grandfather 

“without a rope or 

net” 

“dusty and 

cracked” 

“earth-stained 

hand” 

“like warm ice” “altitude” 

“summit” “ridge” 

“knowing the slow 

pulse of his good 

heart” 

Porphyria’s Lover “The sullen wind 

was soon awake”  

“I listened with 

heart fit to 

break” 

“glided in”  “tonight” and 

“spite” 

“untied” and “side” 

“That moment she 

was mine, mine, 

fair” 

“And yet God has 

not said a word” 

Sonnet 29 

I think of thee! 

“I think of thee!” 

“I do not think of 

thee!”  

“twine” and “bud”  “as wild vines, 

about a tree”  

“Renew” and 

“Rustle”  

“set thy trunk all 

bare” 

“burst” 

“shattered”  

The Farmer’s 

Bride 

“I chose a maid”  “like a little 

frightened fay” 

“shy as a leveret” 

“chased her” 

“caught her” 

“fetched her” 

“The soft young 

down of her” 

“’Tis but a stair 

betwixt us” 

“sweet as the 

first wild violets” 

The texts you have studied in KS3 and will study in KS4, which link to this unit are: 

7 8 8 10 10 

family relationships 

 

 
changing relationships 

 

 

 
theme of power 

changing relationships changing relationships 


