
Unit Overview – Waves 1     Target grade for tests: ………..           

You will learn about: 

• What sound is  
• How sound behaves 
• What light is 
• How light behaves 

You will be able to: 

• Test hypotheses 

 
Key learning points 
 

 

Identify key parts of waves.  
Describe the 2 types of waves.  
Link the 2 types to sound and light.  
Explain why travels at different speeds through different substances 
sound.  

 

Explain the law of reflection.  
Explain how refraction works.  
Describe how we see light and colours.  
Describe how poor vision can be corrected.  
Explain how we hear and develop hearing defects.  
Skill: test hypothesis  

 
Links to other subjects: 
SMSC  

• Explore the links between radio masts, mobile phones and cancer. 
 
Numeracy 

• Use prefixes for units when handling large numbers 
• Interpreting data in tables 
• Measuring and recording angles 
• Spotting trends in data 

 
Literacy 

• Interpret diagrams to develop explanations 

Key Words 
 

Vibration 
Longitudinal wave 
Volume 
Pitch 
Amplitude 
Wavelength 
Frequency 
Vacuum 
Oscilloscope 
Absorption 
Auditory range 
Echo 
 
Incident ray 
Reflected ray 
Normal 
Angle of reflection  
Angle of incidence 
Refraction 
 
Absorption 
Scattering 
Transparent 
Translucent 
Opaque 
Convex lens 
Concave lens 
Retina 

 


