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FRIENDSHIP

SUPPORT FOR SUCCESS

A mentor is always on hand to encourage and 
help students with any day-to-day problems.  
Every Year 7 student is supported by their  
form tutor. 
 
Employers and undergraduates are also mentors 
and role models. By helping young people 
develop the skills they will need when they leave 
us, they will have a greater chance of achieving 
their long term aspirations.

A NEW CHALLENGE

For an 11 year old, finding their way around a big school on  
the first day of the new term could be challenging. That’s why 
we make the move from primary to secondary  school as smooth 
as possible.  

There is  a wide range of activities to support the move to 
Penryn College. Primary students visit us several times and our 
students return to their original primary schools to talk about 
life at ‘the big school’. 

Our close relationship with primary colleagues helps students 
to settle here, as well as ensuring we build on the progress your 
child has already made. 

A child’s best chances of success comes from working in 
partnership with you.  There is always someone available here  
to answer any queries you may have.  Parents’ evenings in 
September and July give you the opportunity to meet with 
tutors and teachers and tour the College.

moving to the 
BIG SCHOOL

THE HOUSE SYSTEM 

The house system is a real strength of the school 
that gives students a sense of belonging.

Year 7 students are put into one of four houses:

 Arwenack 

 Gluvias 

 Killigrew 

 Pendennis 

Each Head of House looks after the learning 
and general needs of students.

Under the care  
and guidance of the  
staff, both my girls  
have blossomed into  
happy and confident 
children.

PA R E N T

“
”

We’re very proud that OFSTED have judged Penryn College 
“outstanding” twice, a real testament to the  commitment of  
students, their parents and the whole school community.

H E A D T E AC H E R

“
”



PARENTS

Pick up the phone or come to see us at 
anytime. Your role is crucial in inspiring, 
supporting and helping your child to plan 
for their future. By working closely with 
you, we can make every moment of your 
child’s time at Penryn College count.
  
There is a real sense of family, belonging 
and continuity at Penryn College.  Some of 
today’s parents were once students here 
themselves – and some of the teachers! 

THE PARENTS’ FORUM 

When your child joins Penryn College, you  
join the Parents’ Forum, which organises  
learning events and meets regularly with  
senior staff to discuss ways to improve  
the College.  We look forward to seeing  
you there!

EXCLUSIVE - NEWS FOR PARENTS 

To help keep you informed of events,  
look out for our College newsletter,  
“The Pennant”, follow us on twitter  
@collegepenryn or visit our website.

I feel my children are treated as individuals 
which is very important.

PA R E N T
“
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SCIENCE

Science is as ‘hands on’ as possible and our new building 
and technology really help. We use the school as the site for 
experiments, so don’t be surprised if you see students taking swabs 
from the skirting boards – it’s all science! We also use the internet 
and our multimedia facilities to do interactive, virtual reality 
experiments.

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

ICT is made easy and fun in classrooms equipped with the latest 
interactive technology which encourages students to search, 
explore, investigate and make decisions using ICT.  

GEOGRAPHY & HISTORY

These subjects study the world from a truly global perspective, 
exploring its systems and features and the impact of people, 
both in the past and for the future.  Teaching uses many types 
of media including ICT, images, film, role play and field work.  
Students become independent learners developing empathy, 
world awareness and decision making skills with a secure subject 
knowledge base.

the fun of  
LEARNING

We watch them  
grow and we don’t  
lose sight of the  
goals they want  
to achieve.

L E A R N I N G 
S U P P O RT  A S S I S TA N T

“

ENGLISH

All students develop their reading  
and writing in ways that will allow 
them to achieve their potential and 
participate fully in society. We learn 
to make and shape our own meanings, 
whilst exploring the rich cultural  
heritage of ancient and modern writers 
through a wide range of drama, poetry 
and prose.

MATHS

Getting to grips with Maths is 
challenging and exciting. Our passionate 
teachers use the latest technology and 
resources to ensure students experience 
a wide range of teaching styles and 
we work to ensure students have a 
clear understanding of what they have 
achieved. Students are encouraged to 
develop their thinking skills and apply 
their mathematical knowledge to a 
variety of situations. C
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TECHNOLOGY

In Technology all students have the opportunity to 
produce high quality and creative products which take 
account of the changing world in which we live. We 
have links across the county and with the University’s 
Design faculties to provide a stimulating and innovative 
environment for designers of the future. We also offer 
a wide range of exciting afterschool activities including 
‘fashion academy’ and the ‘green car’ race.



MODERN LANGUAGES 

The modern languages department offers a choice of French or Spanish to students 
who are entering year 7.  Students will then study this subject until the end of year 9 
when they can opt to continue either or both at GCSE. 

Students wishing to study two languages in year 7 can attend a weekly after school 
club which runs on one evening per week. We have a well-established relationship 
with Collège Clémence Isaure in Toulouse. Year 9 students are able to take part in an 
exchange with their students.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH and VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

PSHE lessons which deal with relationships and sex education, drugs and citizenship, 
are central to each student’s personal development. These powerful subjects are 
explored through investigations, discussion and individual projects. Careers, personal 
finance, global issues and diversity issues are also considered in ways relevant to  
young people’s age and maturity.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

It is vital that everyone experiences learning 
about different people and engaging in big 
life issues. We examine issues such as the 
environment and the care of the planet, 
human relationships, equality and the media. 

Having the opportunity to study and compare 
different religions, cultures and traditions is 
fascinating and can help prepare students for 
interacting with the world around them. 

Pupils study Christian beliefs which are 
compared with Islam and Buddhism.

“
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EThe manner in which staff care for students and  
keep them safe are outstanding elements of the  
College’s work.  Parents are unanimous that their  
children are taught well.
O F S T E D ”



CREATIVITY

Gaining Artsmark 
Gold three times is a  
national recognition  
of Penryn College’s 
commitment to and 
excellence in Arts 
Education.

RECTOR, UNIVERSITY FOR  
THE COLLEGE OF FALMOUTH

“

CREATIVE ARTS: 
ART, DRAMA, DANCE, MUSIC AND MEDIA

Creative Arts play a powerful role in transforming 
young lives. They inspire creativity, imagination 
and innovative thinking; they provide powerful and 
distinctive forms of communication and expression. 
We place great emphasis on developing learning 
through creativity. Such is the range and quality of 
activity we have been awarded the prestigious Arts 
Mark Gold Award on three occasions.

P.E. AND GAMES

We offer a wide range of activities from sailing and 
outdoor activities to traditional team games. In Year 
10 all students follow a GCSE equivalent PE Course. 
Everyone has the chance to take part. Students 
continue to participate in clubs after school and in 
the evening. The more active our young people are 
now, the healthier they will be in later life.

For very talented students we offer expert coaching 
and training in superb facilities and extensive access 
to opportunities in community time to support an 
athlete’s development.
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OUR SPECIALISMS

A Sports College for nearly 20 years, we were  
also one of the first Applied Learning Colleges 
in the country and a Leading Edge School, 
working in partnership with the Isles of Scilly. 
Categorised a High Performing Specialist School  
in 2005,  we  were  Cornwall’s  first “Building  
Schools for the Future”. Each specialism has 
enabled us to bring to life  ‘Achieving through 
Challenge’.

IT TAKES A COMMUNITY TO EDUCATE A CHILD

Having our own footpath to The Combined Universities in 
Cornwall is a great asset.
 
We work with university lecturers to design projects. 
Undergraduates are student mentors. The careers team enables 
work with a range of local employers. We work closely with 
Penryn Council and the local police. If we’re at the heart of the 
community, our students can only benefit!  

LEARNING FOR THE FUTURE

We know that technology will be at the heart of our 
children’s future lives- in their education, their social 
lives and their careers. We want our students to use the 
internet well. This is one of the key reasons we provide 
students with an IPad. We work with families to help 
students develop great internet study skills and to help 
them understand when and how to use the internet 
usefully and safely.
 
Preparing students for life in the 21st century isn’t just 
about showing them how to use technology. They will 
need to think creatively, investigate and solve problems, 
research and work effectively in a team. We are very 
committed to helping young people develop these skills.



Cooperation, keenness, enthusiasm and the ability  
to learn independently are among the key things  
we develop in our students.

H E A D  O F  D E PA RT M E N T
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STUDY SUPPORT

Every year virtually all students take part in a study support 
programme, which caters for everybody’s needs. Activities run 
before school, during lunchtimes and after school, up to and 
sometimes beyond 6.00pm. There is also ‘Schools on Saturday’ 
programme for students and members of the community 
to attend with a host of sporting, creative and academic 
activities. Also available, is a full holiday programme which 
includes environmental studies, outdoor adventure, art, ICT, 
journalism, music and sport. 

Students also participate in a wide range of special events 
throughout the year, such as the Fashion Show, the Dance 
Production, Drama and Music Performances. 

The school site is open 51 weeks a year and most evenings. 
The College belongs to the community and we want you to 
be a part of it too!

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

Young people’s health is vital to their development so we 
frequently ask the students how we can make the College a 
healthier place. The College has twice won the Healthy School 
Award and also gained the Healthy School Plus Award. This has 
led to many improvements, especially in the range of food and 
drink available in the College.

We do all we can to ensure that your students are safe. 
Safeguarding policy is available on the school website, 
‘following’ government guidelines.



ADVENTURE

outdoor 
CHALLENGE

Our inclusive  
leadership programme 
encourages students to  
collaborate effectively  
and to challenge 
themselves. 

O U T D O O R  E D U C AT I O N 
C O - O R D I N ATO R

“

LEADERSHIP

We value student leadership very highly. Leadership 
helps them learn in ways that help them find 
out more about themselves. There are leadership 
programmes and a range of opportunities for all 
ages including The Student Council, mentoring and 
opportunities to work on the holiday programme and 
in the community. Many students go on to complete 
national qualifications in leadership.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Outdoor experience is an exciting part of school life 
and includes windsurfing, climbing, surfing, orienteering, 
sailing, kayaking and mountain biking. 

All year 7 students enjoy a great team building day at our 
outdoor climbing wall and adventure area and a day of sail 
training on the ‘Hardiesse’. 

In July, Year 7 depart for the Isles of Scilly. This marks the 
end of the first year and builds upon what’s been learnt in 
class and beyond the college environment. 

On Scilly, each child develops his/her ability to think out 
a solution before putting it into practice – something that 
remains a theme throughout their time at the college. 

Scilly teaches them about self-discipline, how to work 
with others, to be adaptable and persevere, to understand 
and take care of the environment whilst learning about 
other people and other ways of life. 

In later years students are able to obtain qualifications in 
outdoor activities.

ACHIEVEMENT

”
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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH  
AWARD SCHEME 

This character building award encourages  
greater achievement in young people 
and is highly regarded by employers. It 
develops independence and problem solving. 
Attributes that can be used for the rest of the 
student’s life.

STUDENT VOICE

Students develop best when they know 
they are listened to and feel they are 
working with us. We don’t always manage 
to do everything they ask but we are  
keen to hear their views! 

There are a number of Student Voice groups: 
The Student Publicity Team, The Student 
Council and The Charity Team, who help to 
make the college a better place.

Each year students make major decisions 
for the College. Every student has a chance 
to express their opinions on all aspects of 
student life through the student survey 
which is used to plan for the future, as well 
as through the College Council. 

TAKING EXAMS 

Taking exams is just part of Key Stage 
4.  Additional activities including helping  
younger students in all sorts of ways,  
work experience or extra sport, leisure  
and academic achievement are positively 
encouraged. 

There’s a great team spirit here.  We all get on  
well with each other and with the teachers.   
We feel safe.  And the facilities are amazing!!

S T U D E N T ”
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THE FUTURE

The culmination  
of five years  
hard work means as 
much to us as to 
the students.

T E AC H E R

“
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OPTIMISM

MOTIVATION

LASTING RELATIONSHIPS 

Relationships made at school can last a lifetime. The 
strength of the bonds formed here are at the heart of every 
young person’s experience at school. 

At Penryn College, students will have worked hard to 
prepare for  adult life and will enter it as active, responsible 
citizens. Whatever they aspire to, however great or small, 
our role has been to help them meet their personal  
challenges and provide opportunities that will enable them 
to thrive in the 21st century. 

By their hard work and commitment, the main agents of 
change are the students themselves. For us to watch them 
leave in pursuit of their future  aspirations is both rewarding 
and sad, too. We’ve watched them grow and all too soon 
it’s time to see them on their way.

BEYOND THE SCHOOL GATES

Learning from the ages of 11 to 16 is not the final stage of 
a young person’s formal education. The vast majority of our 
students continue in education or training, studying either 
A levels, vocational qualifications or apprenticeships. Some 
students join The Leadership Academy, run in partnership with 
Falmouth School.

Cornwall College, Falmouth Sixth Form, Truro & Penwith College 
and local training providers all offer excellent facilities, courses 
and opportunities. On our doorstep  
the Combined Universities in 
Cornwall offers a comprehensive 
range of Higher Education courses, 
enabling our young people to make 
the most of their talents in their 
home county.
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Teamwork and collegiality are evident 

within the harmonious and cohesive 

community, where all members show 

respect and tolerance for each other.  

All students feel equally valued.  

The passion for providing opportunities 

that will make a difference to students’ 

lives is at the heart of the College and 

permeates all levels.

O F S T E D

“
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KERNICK ROAD  PENRYN  CORNWALL  TR10 8PZ

T: 01326 372379  F: 01326 373194
e: secretary@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk
www. penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk
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