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For more visit www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk or follow @collegepenryn 

Remember to give your views with Parent View. Simply visit our web-

site and select ‘feedback’. If you haven’t registered already, it is quick 

and easy. You will receive a log in via your chosen email account. 

There are 10 multiple choice questions about your child’s experience 

at Penryn College and it shouldn’t take more than five minutes. We 

are very grateful for all feedback. 
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We hope that you have found our new website 
to be clearer with more information readily 
available. 
 
We would still welcome any comments you may 
have on the new website, so please contact us 
using the website’s special feedback form. We 
look forward to hearing from you.  
 
www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk 

  NEW WEBSITE 

From September 2016 the school day will start at 8.40am, 5 minutes earlier than at present, 
and end at 3.25pm, 10minutes later.  Transport times will be adjusted to reflect the new timings 
of the school day.  We will be reviewing its success with students and parents and listening 
carefully to what we are told.  
 
Next year most students will have a 45 minute lesson called Personal Study which will help your 
child develop independent study skills.  Students will be able to do their homework in a silent 
and controlled environment. 
 
All students in Years 7-9 and most students in Y10-11 will have Personal Study on their timetables 
next year. This is a 40 minute session when students will be able to manage their own time to 
work on homework, catch up work, exam preparation, reading around the subject, etc. Most 
students will have PS twice a week. PS time will be supervised by a member of staff and students 
will spend the time working in silence. Students will record how they use the time on their PS log 
on the virtual school.  
 
The aim of giving students this time is to help students develop their independent learning skills 
so that they are better prepared for life at college and in the workplace.  
Parents should still expect to see homework being done at home though! Tutor time is shorter 
next year so students will not be able to complete all their homework at school to a good 
standard. Although students will not have organisers next year, parents can still check what 
homework their child has been set on the virtual school and the Friday email will be sent out as 
always. Students will be able to see their homework on the virtual school but it will now also 
appear on their iPad calendars and they will receive email notifications 24 hours before a 
homework is due in. 
 
We hope this system will support our students in providing them more opportunity to manage 
their learning and time. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this, please contact Mr Mather 

CHANGES TO THE 

SCHOOL DAY 

MESSAGE FROM THE  

PREMISES TEAM 
The school premises is closed during the 

school holidays to students unless they are 

attending as part of a regulated activity or 

holiday club.  No responsibility can be tak-

en for students during the summer holidays 

unless they are supervised on one of the 

regulated activities or holiday clubs.  
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SPORTS DAY 2016 

Report by Mr Davis 

 

On Friday 24th June more than 900 

students from Penryn College 

competed in a variety of activities at 

the annual sports day, 

Prior to Sports day pupils had the 

opportunity to compete in athletics 

field events such as shot putt, javelin, 

high jump and long jump in an after 

school session. 

They also had the chance to enjoy 

more diverse sports such as 

skateboarding, trampolining and 

ultimate frisbee to earn points for their 

respective Houses in the morning.  

In the afternoon the focus turned to the 

school track for a showcase of athletics 

races, accompanied by music to 

create an electric atmosphere. 

Headteacher Marie Hunter said "Sports 

day is the most fantastic occasion at 

Penryn College because it symbolises 

everything that we think is important. 

You can almost feel the teamwork 

between the students which teaches 

them the benefit of great relationships. 

Everybody has their part to play." 

 

 

Track and field winners by House: 

Killigrew: High Jump  - Martha Lushington: Ethan Weaver: Guy Brooks; Shot Putt - Zara Mitchell: Rosie Glover: Jaden 

Crockford: Tom Steer; Long Jump -  Zara Mitchell: Rosie Glover: Bella Osmond; Javelin -  Martha Lushington: Guy 

Brooks: Bella Osmond; 1500 - Lucy Nancarrow: Ed Mitchell; Year 10 Girls Relay 58.77; Year 7 Girls Relay 64.62; 100m 

- Dan Steadman: Martha Lushington; 200m - Izzy Cooper: Sky Burgos; 300m - Izzy Cooper: Ed Mitchell: Alfie 

Hammersley; 800m - Ed Mitchell. 

Pendennis: High jump - Naomi Watson; Shot Putt - Bex Hamilton; Long Jump - Charlie Levick; Lennon Watts; Javelin - 

Finn Devin: Harley Beale: Alex Piper; 1500m -Emma Crisp; Year 10 Boys relay 54.09; Year 9 Boys Relay 53.71; Year 9 

Girls Relay 59.53; Year 7 Boys Relay 62.26; 100m - Bex Hamilton: Charlie Levick: Harle Beale; 200m - Harrison 

McGuire, Charlie Levick; 300m - Alex Wharton: Emma Crisp: Summer Kemp; 800m - Emma Crisp: Summer Kemp: 

Yuki Cornish. 

Arwenack: High Jump - Maddie Rowe, Josh Neild, Liberty Hartley; Shot Putt - Izzy Hopkins, Alex Wilson; Long Jump - 

Sam Lavel, Tiaga Heckstall, Izzy Hopkins; Javelin - Molly Snowdon, Josh Neild; 1500m – Sam Leval, Francis Ratcliffe, 

Alex Wilson, Floyd Ratcliffe; Year 8 Girls Relay 58.81; 100m - Amye Kitto, Harry Gurr; 200m - Amye Kitto, Blain Mock, 

Sophie Bush; 400m - Floyd Ratcliffe; 800m - Floyd Ratcliffe, Alex Wilson, Francis Ratcliffe.  

Gluvias: High Jump  - Ethan McFadzean-Griffiths; Long Jump - Sol Merritt; 1500m - Amy Walker; Year 8 Boys Relay 

57.33; 100m - Sol Merrit; 200m - Sol Merritt; 800m - Sam Goodchild; 800m - Amy Walker: Jack Williams. 

For more visit www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk or follow @collegepenryn 

Arwenack were the overall winners on the day 

 Sports Captains Sam Yendle and Kirie Bush holding the Sports Day Cup  
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GOODBYE TO YEAR 11 

Penryn College’s class of 2016  

Merchant Manor hosted the Year 11 prom in June where the ‘Class of 2016 ‘ marked the end of five years at Penryn 

College  and their GCSE exams.  Over 160 students and staff attended.  The girls wore stunning gowns and dresses 

and the boys looked very smart in their suits.  The glorious weather added to an electric atmosphere.  One highlight 

of the evening was the arrival of the students, with some arriving in vintage cars, a VW camper van, a tractor and 

even a lorry!!  Photos were taken on the lawn before dinner.  Entertainment was provided during dinner by a live 

performer which was then followed by a disco.   Mr Mather said “A massive thank you to everyone who helped to 

organise the evening, it was a great success.”  He added “The students deserved to celebrate after all their hard 

work with their exams.  It was a 

thoroughly enjoyable evening 

which was immensely enjoyed 

by all that attended” 

On  Thursday 23rd June, some of the College pupils had the pleasure of working with the Chartwells Area Chef, 

Paul Martin. Paul came into the College and ran two sessions, firstly with a class of Year 8 pupils and secondly with 

the pupils from the Area Resource Base. Both sets of pupils had great fun learning the processes of making bread 

from start to finish and really enjoyed getting their hands mucky. The 

pupils watched and learned from 

the expert and then worked in 

small groups to try and replicate 

the chef’s designs and quality. The 

lessons were a great success and 

the pupils devoured the results hot 

from the oven.  

CHARTWELLS COOKERY WORKSHOP  
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FRENCH EXCHANGE 2016 - TERRIFIC TIMES IN 

TOULOUSE 
Report by Mrs Kingsley 

In May twenty-eight Year 9 pupils welcomed a group of students from our partner school in Toulouse.  Some firm 

friendships were formed, and the Penryn College pupils and their families excelled themselves at hosting their 

partners.   The French students enjoyed trips to Geevor Mine and Lanhydrock, as well as shopping visits to Truro and 

St Ives and a taste of life at Penryn College. 

The return visit took place a fortnight later, when we took an early flight from Bristol to Toulouse, and were met at 

the airport by the students and their families.  Our trip coincided with the start of the Euro 2016 football 

tournament, so Toulouse was alive with excitement.  As well as opportunities to explore the centre of this beautiful 

city, we were treated to a morning at the rugby stadium, where the first team were making their final preparations 

before a big match in Paris the following day.  We also visited the medieval city of Carcassonne and the Cité de 

l’Espace, an outdoor space museum with a planetarium and iMax cinema.  

It was a fabulous experience for our Penryn College pupils, all of whom rose magnificently to the challenge of 

spending a week with a family in a foreign country.  Travelling to school on the Métro, trying out new foods and 

going to school in France, as well as socialising in French were all new situations for our pupils, and although they 

later said it was sometimes nerve-racking, they were all thrilled that they had taken part. 

Year 8 students who are studying French will have the opportunity to sign up for next year’s exchange in 

September, and are encouraged to speak to this year’s cohort or any of the MFL staff if they would like more 

details. 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE  
Congratulations to the 79 students who have 100% attendance for this  school year.  A staggering 23 

students were in Yr 7.  A fantastic achievement. 

Please continue to help us improve attendance when we return in September.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated and helps your children with their learning. 
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GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIPS - PORTHLEVEN & NAPLES 

Report by Mr Venton and Mrs Westhead 

Geography in Action – Year 8 Coasts & Tourism Field trip  

At the beginning of July, 69 Year 8 Geography students took part in the annual Year 8 field trip to 
Porthleven, Loe Bar and the Penrose House Estate.  The fieldtrip is designed to both deepen and 
enhance students geographical knowledge and understanding of coasts and tourism, topics studied by 
Year 8 students during the summer term.  The field trip was blessed with warm, hot weather and students 
were treated to fantastic views across the Penrose House Estate and Loe Bar before walking along the 
coastal path to Porthleven.  In addition to some fantastic coastal scenery students applied their 
geographical fieldwork skills to investigate the causes and effects of coastal processes.  All students drew 
annotated field sketches of Loe Bar, the coastal defences in Porthleven and the Penrose House Estate.  In 
Porthleven students completed questionnaires to find out about how local residents and businesses have 
been affected by previous storms and conducted land use surveys to find out how tourism has shaped 
the coastal town of Porthleven. 

 

Taking in the view – students draw 

annotated field sketches to describe 

and explain how Loe Bar was created 

Penrose House Estate – students visit the 

walled gardens of Penrose House and 

learn about the value of micro-climates 

Penryn College GCSE Students in the Bay of Naples 

Forty seven students from Years 10 and 11 studying GCSE Ge-

ography had the opportunity to do some exciting fieldwork on 

a trip to the Bay of Naples over the Easter weekend 2016. Led 

by Mrs Westhead, the group travelled from Penryn College to 

Gatwick airport by coach before flying to Naples International 

on the 24th April. Upon arrival, they were excited to see Cath-

olic processions to mark Maundy Thursday in both Naples and 

Sorrento, although this did slow the journey to the hotel! Based 

in Sorrento, the students were accompanied by 6 staff mem-

bers to a variety of places each day to learn about both hu-

man and physical geography.  

On a hot and sunny Good Friday, the first destination was Mi-

senum, former base of the Roman Navy, to see the huge, 

ancient, underground reservoir called Piscina Mirabilis. It was 

here that the students learned about the mysterious draining 

of the pool being one of the first warning signs of Mt. Vesuvius 

erupting in 79AD. However, nobody then knew how to read 

the signs.  

Walking across the volcanic crater to the bubbling mud at Solfatara 

Penryn 

College 

staff plan-

ning the 

route 

around 

Pompeii  
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GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP TO NAPLES 

The next stop was Solfatara, literally translated as ‘land of sulfur’… it certainly smelled that way! Here, 

inside a giant volcanic crater which actually resembled the surface of the moon, students got an up 

close look at volcanic activity, such as bubbling mud pits and steaming fumeroles. Some were even 

brave enough to try out the re-created Roman sauna.  

The final visit on that action-packed day was to Herculaneum. Smaller and better preserved than 

Pompeii, this aristocratic coastal settlement was also destroyed in the 79AD eruption of Vesuvius and told 

the story of the people who lived and worked there at the time. All were sombre at the sight of the 

skeletons in the boathouses which were open to the public for the first time since 2011 when Penryn 

College started running this trip. Mr Venton said, ‘It was emotional to see the students respond to the 

victims they saw in the boathouses, they were so empathetic and respectful, while also asking deeply 

thoughtful questions. That’s the part that will stay with me.’  

The following day was the one all the students had been waiting for ascending Mt. Vesuvius and touring 

the ancient city of Pompeii. The weather was overcast, but luckily there was no rain or serious conditions 

at the top of Vesuvius. After hundreds of photographs and many euros spent on souvenirs at the summit, 

the students were treated to a talk on the history and geology of the volcano by Nicolas the national 

park guide. Mrs Westhead noted, ‘Even though they must see hundreds of groups each year, Nicolas 

remembered Penryn College, and told us new stories, so that everyone learned something new 

including the veteran staff.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking from the amphitheatre to the thermal baths, along the cobbled streets to the plaster casts of 

the victims in the garden of the fugitives, students took everything in and asked deep and engaging 

questions while Mr Harvey, photographed all the highlights. Finally, Mr Harvey treated us all to a singing 

performance in the theatre, accompanied by Justice from Year 11. 

On Easter Sunday the group took the hydrofoil ferry to Capri where they fought the crowds in town to get 

some photographs and gelato, as well as doing some window shopping. It was a relief to then escape 

the hectic streets with a walk along the coast to take in the coastal geography and learn about the 

purpose of the mysterious cave, Grotta di Matermania. Tasked with deciding which one was true, 

students were told three possible stories, one each by Mr Venton, Mrs Westhead and Mr Harvey. Although 

the majority voted for a made-up tale, all were thoroughly entertained! 

The group arrived back safely on Easter Monday, thoroughly worn out from all the walking, learning, and 

excitement. The students were all well-behaved and had a wonderful time together while learning about 

volcanoes, tourism, coasts, Roman times and Italian culture.  The fourth GCSE Geography trip to the Bay 

of Naples was a resounding success. 

 

Just before entering Pompeii, 

a delicious pizza lunch was 

enjoyed at a large and luxuri-

ous restaurant, followed by 

refreshing gelato. Despite its 

daunting size, Mrs Westhead 

led a guided tour through the 

main sites of Pompeii, giving 

context and telling stories 

along the way.  
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ALUMNI FEATURE - JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM 

This month the Pennant caught up with past pupil Joseph Cunningham, 

who is now a Primary School teacher based in Southampton. We found 

out about his time at Penryn College, how his career in teaching began, 

and the advice  he would give to our current pupils.  

1.       What do you remember most about Penryn College?  

“It's very hard to pinpoint something specific, it could be the lunch times 
spent on the school field, playing football and seeing friends. It could be 
the trips down to Asda during lunch and the large consumption of chicken 
that we used to get through. One thing that maybe had the greatest 
impact was the time the teachers put in to getting us the best grades we 
could. I attended revision sessions that I still believe today helped me get 
to university and eventually become a teacher myself.    

 

2.       Describe your career journey to date?  

         “I have been a teacher now for 4 years after leaving university and completing my stint of travelling. I have 
 taught SATS with Year 6 in East Sussex and have now moved to Southampton, where I teach a Year 4 class “ 

3.       Describe your average working day as a teacher 

         “Busy! To be a little more detailed though, I get to work around 7.30 and get ready for my day. The children 
 arrive in class by 9, where we normally learn maths, followed by English. I then try and shovel some food 
 down my neck whilst I have a chance, mixing it with a bit of coffee. The afternoons are normally crammed 
 full of lessons and the children head home at 3.15. I then normally start my marking (unless writing emails) 
 and head home about 6, tired.” 

4.       What is your proudest achievement in your career so far? 

 “No one event stands out here. I am really proud though to be able to make a small difference every 
 day, to have a class of children expecting something from you is initially nerve racking but in fact is a great 
 privilege”.  

5.       What career advice would you give to our students?  

 “Don't rush it. It's good to have an idea of where you want to go, but it isn't crucial. Find a job you enjoy, too 
 many of my friends find themselves doing something they hate because they have to pay the bills (the joys 
 of being a grown up). Find something that makes you want to get out of bed, and you will always want to 
 work hard at it and will naturally do better because of that”.  

   

 Maths Masterclass 
By Molly Barlow 

On Tuesday the 28th of June, four students from Penryn College, including myself, went away to Plymouth University 

to take part in the annual final Mathematics Masterclass. We took part in various different workshops alongside other 

students from Counties such as Devon, Exeter and Plymouth. This final masterclass was a coming together of all 

participating  students who had previously done masterclasses at their local colleges. Vera Kok, Gabriel Gentile, 

James Chance and I all took part in masterclasses previously at Truro College together.  

During the day, we learnt about Euler’s formula, which is when you subtract the edges from the number of faces 

and then add the number vertices with an answer resulting in the number 2 (F-E+V=2). For example, a cube has 6 

faces, 12 edges and 8 vertices. 6-12+8=2. We also learned about mathematical modelling, especially cellular 

automata which can be used in such instances to guess the probability of where a fire could spread. In addition, 

we also learnt about Guesstimation, which is a skill tested in interviews for jobs in the finance sector and is where, 

based on your own knowledge and logic, you can estimate the answer to an otherwise confusing question. For 

example, one Guesstimation question could be: How many people in the UK are left handed under twenty?  

We all really enjoyed having the opportunity to explore these new, interesting topics in mathematics and we’d defi-

nitely recommend it to anyone given the chance!  
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 SMSC@PenrynCollege  
This year at Penryn College we have aimed to raise the profile of SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural val-

ues) and British values. Pupils were introduced to British Values at the beginning of the year when they had to de-

sign displays for their tutor rooms highlighting these values and their importance. 

 

 

Students have also had the chance to explore SMSC. There has been a new activity once a fortnight in tutor times 

in which students discuss and debate real life issues. Students also vote to have their say in which side of the discus-

sion they agree with most. Some of the recent topics have included; ‘Equality’, should we leave the EU’, ‘responses 

to the Holocaust’, ‘mental health’ and the ‘sugar tax’. All of these topics link to SMSC and British Values and im-

portantly show students that their opinion matters, as does listening to and respecting others. The votes are shared 

and discussed so pupils can understand what it is like to be part of a democracy. 

 

We have also designed a new poster to be displayed around the school and in classrooms to highlight what SMSC 

is and the United Nations Declaration for the Rights of a Child. This shows students that they have rights and respon-

sibilities at Penryn College and in the world around them. The poster is shown on the next page. 

 

Moving forward we want to continue to ensure that the students interest’s are at the heart of everything we do and 

therefore we will be asking for SMSC student leaders to take more of a role in their wellbeing in school. 
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 INTERACT CLUB 

Report by Daisy Booker 

CITIZENSHIP FOR LIFE 
Over the past couples of months six students from Penryn College started the Citizenship For Life programme.  

This award winning  programme aims to provide young people within Cornwall, who are aged 13 –14 years and 

subject to certain difficulties in their lives, with exciting and inspirational activities designed to influence, motivate 

and educate them about aspects of life and work. 

 Starting off with applications and interviews the students spent the first day of the program getting to know one 

another and meeting adults who are now mentors at Culdrose Navy Base.  At the base they took part in team 

building activities and sports games like football and basketball.  Later on in the day they went to the fire depart-

ment on the base and completed more activities which included crawling through simulation tunnels.  It was a 

very enjoyable day and the students are looking forward to other future activities. 

 

We are the Interact club! We are a group of mixed age, mixed gender students striving to raise as much money 

as possible for a given charity. Every year we organise events using as little money as possible to make as much 

money as humanly possible. This year we have done a lot, you may have heard or even participated in some of 

our events: we started off by choosing two charities to raise money for. The last few years we have sustained one 

charity and chosen another one to also raise money for. Our charities this year are: Little Harbour Children’s Hos-

pice and Literacy in a Box. These charities strive to make lives better. To start off in October we held a tombola 

and raised a total of £106 towards our charities. In December we held a Penryn College first: a Christmas jumper 

day that made a total of £275! Then in February we made cookies to sell for Valentine’s Day (all homemade in 

the schools food tech room) making a total of 

£118. Members of the interact club love Easter, 

so it was necessary that we did an Easter raffle 

with the grand prize of a giant easter egg! We 

raised an amazing £156.  

In the last few months of school, we have held a 

cake sale that made £159 and finally quite a few 

of us took part in a sponsored silence that really 

topped off the grand total of the year, with an 

amazing amount of £320.  

This year we have really got a great team of Inter-

act members and we look forward to carrying on 

next year. Our grand total for this year is (drum roll) 

£1100 and a few of us have still got sponsor mon-

ey to give in!!!!!!! 
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“Flick your fingernails like you want them to fly off the ends of your fingers!” Students attending our first handwriting 

workshop in April were surprised to be asked to do this, but every handwriting workshop starts with a physical 

warmup – fingers, wrists, lower arms. They all need a good stretch before handwriting practice.  

For 20 minutes, twice a week, any student has been able to come to regular sessions to receive one to one feed-

back on how to improve their handwriting. After warm-ups, the handwriting workout moves on to tracing letters and 

sentences. “It’s about muscle control,” says Ms Thomas, who runs the twice weekly sessions. She is talking about 

those little muscles in your hands and wrists which help you control your pen and form careful, regular letter 

shapes. 

Warm-ups, tracing, and then it’s time for freestyle – and Ms Thomas turns her attention to dodgy letters, wild loops 

and tails or huge gaps between words. Each student is set a target for the session and a quiet concentration set-

tles over the group. “This is quite relaxing, Miss!” says someone not known for being quiet or still for very long… They 

are aiming to be clear enough and fast enough for school work, and to have a handwriting style which looks more 

adult.  

Twenty four  boys and three girls from Years 7-10 attended the handwriting workshops – so, credit to the boys for 

grabbing their pens (the handwriting workshop special edition models) and giving it a go! Even Ms Chapman, 

Head of Humanities, popped in for a session. “Look at my letter a’s,” she groaned, “I don’t close up the tops and 

they look like u’s!”  

Otis Chetwynd, Aaron Dobson and Finbar O’Conaill won Star Pens for impressive, improved handwriting seen in 

exercise books. thirty canteen ‘front of queue’ passes were given as attendance rewards and Aaron Dobson was 

the first graduate, taking home a £5 voucher for 10 session attendance and commitment.  

Visit http://www.nha-handwriting.org.uk/handwriting/help-for-parents for some helpful advice  

BOYS HANDWRITING WORKSHOPS 

Report by Ms Thomas 
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NATIONAL WOMEN IN ENGINEERING DAY 

 

 

 

 

The day helped inspire and educate girls to achieve their potential as engineers, applied scientists and technical 

leaders, helping to create a diverse engineering community in the future. 

Report by Mrs Hitchcox 

Mrs Hitchcox and Mrs Cooke accompanied students to Truro High 

School who hosted National Women in Engineering Day on the 23rd 

June 2016.   Launched by the Women’s Engineering Society (WES), this 

national event celebrates the achievements of women working in 

engineering today and aims to inspire a new generation of girls to 

investigate the wide variety of careers available when studying Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) subjects.  The day started off 

with a keynote speech from Dr Rachel Nicholls-Lee of Whiskerstay who 

set the scene and gave an introduction for the day. 

 

Small groups of students undertook activities in the Main Hall in the 

morning hosted by a variety of companies such as Fugro Geoservices, 

BRE National Solar Centre, ZLC Energy and IntecSEA. 

 

Photo (right): Poppy Wright 

Photo (bottom left) Sky Clemens 
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The Pennant Talks To… Emma Snowdon  
This month the Pennant caught up with Emma Snowdon, who worked in the Maths Department of the College from 

February to April this year as part of her teacher training. She has just been awarded a First Class Honours in Sec-

ondary Education in Mathematics, with Qualified Teacher Status – Congratulations Emma!  

“I chose to come to Penryn, as I grew up in Falmouth and wanted to gain experience in the area that I want to set-

tle in for work. I previously undertook placements in Bradford and the Peak 

District. It has been great working in Cornwall and seeing the differences be-

tween the city and country. The layout and structures in place at Penryn Col-

lege are pristine and the resources have been brilliant. 

Whilst working at the College I took full responsibility for 3 classes, one in Year 

7, one in Year 8 and one in Year 9. This included teaching all modules, setting 

assessments and bookmarking. It has been brilliant, I have had so much sup-

port during my training from Mr Willey, Miss Hourigan and Mr Cheetham.” 

Mr Willey commented on Emma’s time at Penryn College stating: “Emma’s 

levels of professionalism and expertise were way in advance of what you’d 

expect from someone so inexperienced. She was an absolute asset to the 

Department and Camborne are very lucky “ 

Emma is starting her new role, as a Maths Teacher, at Camborne Science International Academy this September 

and we wish her the best of luck! 

 

Authors Visit the English Department 

Report by Mrs Pointon 

Maritime Archaeology Bus Visit 

The Maritime Archaeology Bus came to school last week and students from year 

7, 8 and 9 students got to visit it. They learned about the work of maritime ar-

chaeologists and got to handle artefacts found from WW1, wrecks from around 

the UK, along with some Tudor artefacts.  

 In July the English Department were fortunate to be visited by 

two local authors, Emily Barr and Craig Green. The authors held 

writing workshops for English classes in Years 7-9, inspiring them 

to be creative and have fun with writing. Everyone really en-

joyed the workshop and we're hoping they will return to do 

some more work with us.   
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GIRLS ATHLETICS 

Report by Mrs Walker 

The athletics season has been a very successful season for the Penryn College girls. The Year 7’s and 8’s 
girls teams competed against 25 other schools across the 
county in the Cornwall Schools Championships at Par in May. 
The Year 7 team finished 3rd, a fantastic achievement in a 
sport with events that are relatively new to many Year 7 
students. The Year 7 girls relay team set a new championship 
record. 

 The Year 8 girls team were winners of the Championships. A 
fantastic team performance with several of the team achieving 

p e r s o n a l  b e s t 
performances on the day. 

Penryn College entered 
all three girls age groups 
into the Super 8’s Athletics competition, a Cornwall School Games 
qualifier at Carn Brea, earlier this month. Again, a successful day for 
the girls. Year 7 and Year 10 teams both finished 3rd overall and 
the  Year 8/9 team won comfortably, achieving qualification for the 
Cornwall School Games where they achieved silver medals! 

Next Pennant - October 2016. Headteacher: Marie Hunter                                                                                      

Penryn College, Kernick Road, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 8PZ                                                                      

phone:01326 372379 fax:01326 373194                                                                                                             

email:secretary@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk                                                                                        

web:www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk                                                                                              

twitter:@collegepenryn                                                                                                               

Photo (above) Year 7 record breaking relay team win-

Photo (left) Year 8/9 Super 8’s Athletics Team at the  

Cornwall School Games 

 FORTHCOMING DATES   
September 

7th - Students first day of Autumn term 

12th - Leading Edge Isles of Scilly Challenge 

15th - Year10 Citizenship for Life Residential 

October  

24th -30th Half term 

December 

19th Christmas holidays begin 

January 2017 

4th - Students first day of Spring term 

February 

9th -  GCSE History trip to Germany 

13th - 17th Half term 

April 

3rd - 14th Easter holidays 

May 

29th - 2nd June Half term 

July 

21st Last day of the school year 

 



 

 

Making the most of your Summer Holiday 

 ‘Staying safe over the Summer’ 

 

Taking risks is a normal part of growing up, but whether it is in the online world or in the real world, taking risks can 

have long-term effects that can cause distress to children and their families. It’s important to strike a balance be-

tween allowing young people to develop their independence, and making sure they are aware of what can go 

wrong and how to deal with it. It is with this mind that we feel it is was important to pass on to you the following 

safety advice we have been given as a school. Above all else, we want our students to have a happy and safe 

summer holiday! 

 

Peer Jumping & Tomb stoning - "A leap into the unknown" 

As the water warms up, it is to be expected that young people are keen to jump in. However, it is important that 

they always think carefully about where they are jumping into. Captain Mark Killingback M.N.I. - Harbour Master for 

Truro and Penryn sent us this message: 

‘Today my staff removed a wooden stake from the vicinity of the bridge. I spoke to several young people and 

mentioned the possibility of vandals throwing a shopping trolley into the river. Would they jump from height into a 

trolley for example!! 

Sadly we deal with many graphic examples of life changing injuries sustained from this high risk activity.  

Another issue I wish to raise is swimming near marine craft. Propellers and people do not mix. Fishing boats and 

commercial craft may not see swimmers in the harbour before it is too late. Keep away from any powered craft 

operating in the harbour. Even small outboard engines have the potential to cause life changing injuries. 

In summary "Do not leap into the unknown".  

 

Can I swim in quarries? 

Quarries, particularly abandoned and disused quarries are very dangerous places. Some quarry lakes may look 

inviting on a hot summer’s day, but there are a number of hidden dangers: 

 deep water 

 cold water 

 submerged abandoned machinery and car wrecks 

 underwater ledges and recesses 

 hidden currents and tunnels 

 submerged plants 

 rubbish/pollution 

 dangerous algae 

 

The greatest danger is cold water 

Quarry water is much colder than rivers, lakes and the sea. Many quarries are so deep that they are fed with water 

from underground springs or aquifers. As this water originates deep within the ground, it is extremely cold. 

As a result, you are likely to become exhausted much more quickly than you would think. In addition to this, a sud-

den plunge into cold water could cause your body to go into “shock”. 



 

 

 

Staying Safe on-line 

A number of parents have contacted us and asked for further advice regarding young people posting images on-line. 

Below is the advice that we give our students: 

 

Q&A’s regarding posting an image or video: 

Have I got permission? 

If you’ve taken a picture or video of your friends or family have you got their permission to post it online? Could it upset or 

embarrass them? If you were them, would you want it shared? If you think the answer might be no, then go and ask them 

or don’t post it at all. 

Would I put it on a billboard? 

Would you be happy for the picture to be put on a billboard so anyone – including your mum, dad or your teacher – 

could see it? If the answer’s no, then don’t post it. 

Who am I sharing with? 

Are you sending it to a friend, someone you met online or posting it for everyone to see? Remember, if you’ve only met 

someone online they might not be who they say they are. They could copy, edit or share your picture with anyone. 

What do I look like? 

Photos and videos are a great way of sharing what you’re up to with your friends but, remember, anything you post 

online could be there forever. We all do silly things sometimes but if we capture them on camera they can affect the 

way people think about us in the future. If you’re not sure they paint a positive picture of you (or your friends!) then think 

twice before posting. 

Is it legal? 

Taking and sharing naked or ‘sexy’ pictures or videos of people under 18 is illegal, even if you’re taking them of yourself. 

The law is there to protect you from adults who make these pictures but sharing them of yourself can be really unsafe. 

You also shouldn’t share naked or ‘sexy’ pictures of other young people - this is illegal and can cause them very serious 

problems. 

 

Lost control of a picture or video? 

Take the picture or video down. 

Sounds obvious but if you posted it to a website the fastest way to get it down is to remove it yourself. Log on to the site 

and delete it. 

Ask others to delete it. 

If someone else has posted it, ask them to take it down from the site. If they won’t do it, speak to an adult you trust or 

someone in school – your school should have rules about what pupils can post online. 

Report it to the website. 

If it’s been posted on a popular website like Facebook or YouTube you can make a report to the site to ask them to take 

it down. Most sites have rules to stop people posting embarrassing or hurtful pictures – if the picture or video breaks these 

rules they should delete it from the site. You can find out how to make a report to Facebook or YouTube here.  

Get help if you’re being bullied. 

If people are being mean about a picture or sharing a video to embarrass you, talk to an adult you trust. You can post 

messages and get advice on Childline's Message boards or if you want to speak to someone confidentially you can call 

Childline on 0800 1111. 

Report if you’re being threatened. 



 

 

  

If someone’s threatening to share a picture or video of you that you don’t want other people to see, talk to an adult you 

trust or report to CEOP. Whatever may have happened CEOP will understand. You won’t be in trouble. 

 

For more information and advice: 

 

https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/prevention-and-advice/crimes-against-the-individual/child-sexual-exploitation/ 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

  

If you ever want to discuss further the information contained in this article, or any other safeguarding matters, please 

contact the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead Mr John Harvey 

 

 

 


