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Remember to give your views with Parent View. Simply visit 

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and select ‘give your views’. If you haven’t 

registered already, it’s quick and easy. You will receive a log in via 

your chosen email account. There are 10 multiple choice questions 

about your child’s experience at Penryn College and it shouldn’t take 

more than five minutes. We are very grateful for all feedback. 
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FIRST SET OF TOP ACHIEVERS HONOURED 

 

Ten Penryn College students were rewarded for an excellent start to the new school year at the 

termly Achievement Points Awards Ceremony. The bar has already been set high in the first of 

four awards mornings this year, with one pupil reaching nearly 30 Achievements Points for sepa-

rate instances of excellence. 

Students are awarded Achievement Points for anything from excellent classwork and homework, 

to excellent contributions in class, excellent behaviour, or even helping others. The top perform-

ing students and their families are invited along to ‘The Inspiration Agency’ for refreshments, be-

fore a formal certificate presentation when photos are taken for the family mantelpieces and 

school displays. They are joined by proud members of staff and Headteacher, Marie Hunter, as 

well as Head Boy, Bertie Duncan, and Head Girl, Hannah Barlow. 

“These students act as role models to others around the school for their hard work and excel-

lence.” said Head Girl Hannah. “They should be very proud of their achievements. The challenge 

for these students is to be here again next time and for others to make it here for the first time.” 

added Bertie.  

Students have had to work harder than ever to obtain just one point with the criteria rewarding 

the best standards of school life. With that in mind a huge congratulations must go to this term’s 

top 10 who had 20 to 27 Achievements Points, with Emilie Mitchell (pictured front left), gaining 

the most points on this occasion. A full list of students and their points are listed below.  

Emilie Mitchell (27), Joshua Thomas (25), Daniel Green (24), Saffron Eshref (23),                              
Molly Barlow (22), Josh Mercer (22), Eloise Beattie (22), Beth Noble (22), Emilia Hudson (21),                            

Aliya Baker (20) 
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CLASS OF 2015 CELEBRATE COLLEGE GRADUATION 

Penryn College was awash with familiar faces in November when the Class of 2015 returned for 

their formal graduation ceremony. In a first for the College, this year’s Achievement Evening  

mirrored that of a more formal graduation ceremony, not too dissimilar to that of a university.  

Students arrived to a drinks reception, mingling with friends and their old teachers before head-

ing into the hall to begin the ceremony. Students from each of the four houses were called to 

the stage and were presented with a certificate for their GCSE results – which showed the best 

progress in the College’s history. The College also welcomed the Mayor of Penryn, Mark           

Snowdon and his wife Diane, guest speaker Thom Hunt, a marine biologist and television per-

sonality and the Senior Leadership Team.  

Heads of Department from each subject then awarded students certificates for standout work in 

their respective subjects. There was also special recognition for students who made the most 

progress, namely Janna Richardson and Freddie Burt. Katie Lucke (12.5 all A*), Niamh Lister 

(12.5 A* and 1 A) and Clara Husbands (9 A* and 3.5 A’s) were also recognised for Outstanding            

Academic Achievement. 

Students also had the chance to reminisce together as a year group one last time, as they 

looked back at video packages of their Prom at Merchants Manor earlier in the year and re-

flected on a successful and enjoyable five years at Penryn College, on what was an excellent 

and enjoyable evening.  
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STUDENTS PAY RESPECTS ON REMEMBRANCE DAY 

On Wednesday 11th November at 11am Penryn College held a two minute          

silence in Remembrance of those who have died, and continue to die in armed 

conflicts writes Mrs Chapman. 

Students who are members of any uniformed group outside of school were             

invited to wear their uniforms for the day as a sign of respect. They then made a 

Guard of Honour down the main street of the school during the silence. There 

were representatives from Girl Guiding, the Scout Association, Sea Cadets, Police 

Cadets, Air Cadets and Army Cadets.  

At 11o’clock two buglers played the Last Post and the whole school observed an 

impeccable silence. After the silence Penryn College History leaders laid a        

poppy wreath in the Garden of Remembrance, other staff and students planted 

poppy crosses.  

It was an emotional time for many students who have family currently serving in 

the armed forces and was a time for us all to pause, to remember and to think 

about how wars affect people.   
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STUDENTS ENJOY LONDON WINTER WONDERLAND 
Year 10 and 11 Media and Drama stu-

dents embarked on their annual Christ-

mas trip to London, taking in the sights 

and sounds of the capital earlier this 

month. 

It was a busy and exciting few days for 

the group who arrived in the city late in 

the evening after school. First up was 

the magic of the Harry Potter Experi-

ence, which dazzled the trip on day 

one. After a quick stop at Bella Italia for 

dinner, it was off to the first of two 

shows. The College tourists were treated to an emotional and wonderful performance of ‘War 

Horse’. It was all go on day two, as first the group explored the National Science Museum, 

before a spot of shopping in Hyde Park. Next up was Madame Tussauds and the chance to 

pose with waxwork celebrities including One Direction.  

There was still time to head to Planet Hollywood for dinner before show number two -  Miss 

Saigon, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. On day three there was one final adventure, as 

the group explored the National History Museum before heading home from an action 

packed three days. Staff in all restaurants, theatres, museums and the hotel were extremely 

complimentary about the pupils, who were a credit to the college throughout the trip. 

 
 

Following the Paris attacks a few weeks previous-

ly, there was increased security scrutiny, especial-

ly in London. Penryn College listened to the con-

cerns of parents at a meeting, and provided reg-

ular and detailed updates on the trip, which were 

incredibly well received.  

KS3 GIRLS/BOYS & KS4 GIRLS HANDBALL CHAMPIONS!                                                                               

KS4 BOYS RUNNERS UP. WELL DONE EVERYONE! 
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GLOBETROTTER HARRY VISITS JAPAN FOR JAMBOREE 

 Year 11 pupil Harry Brumpton had the experience of a lifetime this past summer, travelling 

to Japan for an unforgettable three weeks at the World Scout Jamboree. Harry gave up a 

large chunk of his summer holidays for the 23rd annual event, flying out to Asia at the end 

of July. 

Harry spent four days in Tokyo taking in sights such as the Shiabua Crossing and the        

Emperor’s Palace. It was now time for the Jamboree though, and a trip on the famous    

Bullet Train to get there! Harry spent a total of 12 days at the Jamboree, which included a 

breathtaking and emotional visit to the Hiroshima Peace Memorial. 

Despite the language barriers at times, there were attendees from over 150 countries who 

all joined together to share in the experience. At the conclusion of the Jamboree, Harry 

went to Hamamatsu which is the home of Suzuki. This is where he participated ina home 

hospitality programme, spending a cou-

ple of days with a Japanese family.  

Harry was quick to point out how lucky he 

was to experience such a memorable 

summer, and his experience of a totally 

different culture. “I spent two days living 

with a Japanese family. It was something 

I don't think I'll ever have the opportunity 

to experience again. I tried sushi and visit-

ed famous places. The family I lived with, 

the Suzuki family, were a really nice family 

and people I will never forget.” 
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CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES SEE OUT TERM 
Christmas cheer was spread all around Penryn College during 

the final week of term, with the St Gluvias Church Concert, 

School Concert and Senior Citizen Lunch getting everyone into 

the festive spirit. Having run through a very similar performance 

to wow the local of Penryn at St Gluvias Church the week before, 

the Concert at Penryn College is the culmination of a terms 

hard work in the Creative Arts Department. After many rehearsals 

and plenty of organisation, it was show time! 

The choir performed such festive favourites as ‘Once in Royal 

David’s City’, ’Away in a manger’ and ‘O come all ye faithful’ as 

well as a fantastic and diverse array of other performers. The au-

dience were treated to pieces by the Saracens Male Voice 

Choir, Percussion, Guitar, Flute and String Ensembles, The Jazz 

Band and The Hoadley Singers. As ever staff were also on hand 

to sing in the congregational choir on a fantastic evening of 

musical performances and Christmas cheer. 

As is tradition at Penryn College, the following day we welcomed 

the towns Senior Citizens for a special Christmas Lunch put on by 

the Senior Prefects. Penryn pupils served our guests lunch while some of the previous nights performanc-

es were also enjoyed, as well as each guest receiving a Christmas Hamper prepared by students. 

’THINK U KNOW’/XMAS JUMPER WINNERS 
Many of our students will receive some form 

of technology this Christmas, be it a new   

iPhone, a PS4 or another device. We want 

you all to enjoy the internet but please, take 

a moment to read the following.  

The CEOP Education Team have realised an 

update and have been working on their new 

website. Please take a moment and have a 

look at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents. This 

new site offers refreshed articles and        

guidance around all aspects of child            

internet safety. 

Families can also visit              

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents to access    

advice and support on how to keep children 

safe, both online and off. Users will find films, 

downloadable guides and useful links to  

support organisations. 

Have a safe and happy Christmas!  

Well done to our Christmas Jumper            

Competition winners, Olivia Berringer and 

Charlotte Rosevear. £280 was raised to be 

divided equally between Little Harbour, Liter-

acy in a Box and Mercy Ships.  
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ALUMNI - TIAN PEACOCK, PENRYN’S WORLD CHAMPION! 

Former Penryn College student Tian Peacock is a World Champion, after returning from the WDFPF Powerlifting 

Championships, held in Italy, with the 60kg Junior Weight Title. Tian, 23 who works for Blue Flame said: "It feels a bit 

weird, it hasn't properly sunk in. We had to stay an extra night in Italy because the plane was delayed, so I've just 

come home and gone straight back to work. I haven't had too much time to think about what I've done."  

Tian swept all before him in the remote town of Gela, on the island of Sicily. His overall total lift from three sections 

- squat, bench and deadlift - fell just 2.5kg short of equalling the world record. His total of 432.5kg was a massive 

67.5kg heavier than his nearest challenger and he successfully completed a deadlift that was more than three 

times his bodyweight.  

Competitors came from as far afield as New Zealand and America for the championship, but Tian's dedication 

saw him triumph. "I have worked with my coach and mentor Justin Walker for the last couple of years and I've 

also had great sponsorship from St Michael's Hotel and Blue Flame, so I'd like to thank everyone who has helped 

me.”  

"I have always kept fit, having played rugby for years. Although I am quite small I realised that I could compete 

with bigger guys in the gym. I watched a friend in a competition and people said that I should give it a go. I      

wasn't sure at first, but I'm glad I did." Tian, who endured five hours on the grounded plane before being told it 

was not going to fly due to fog when travelling to the event, now holds the European and World record for bench 

press, as well as three British records (squat, deadlift and total).  

He will now move up to the ‘Open’ category, as he is too old for the ‘Junior’ section. Fresh from winning his world 

title, he returned to action on Saturday when he qualified for the British Championships at the South West event in 

Plymouth.  

 

Penryn College’s Interact Club held a Tombola at school to raise funds for their 

chosen charities, Little Harbour Children’s Hospice and Literacy in a Box. They  

successfully raised £106.04, which was divided equally between the two. A huge 

thank you to the following businesses for generously donating prizes: Asda, 

Thornton’s, Stan’s Games, Great Shakes, Just Delights and Costa. The Interact 

Club also held a ‘Wear your Christmas Jumper’ to school day on Monday 14th 

December to continue their charity fund raising campaign.    

INTERACT CLUB RAISE £106 FOR CHARITY 
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YEAR 9 STUDENTS START TO CHOOSE CAREER PATHS 

A new, more interactive format for our Year 9 Careers Choices and Pathways Evening was 

warmly received by parents, students and exhibitors who all declared the event a great suc-

cess writes Mrs Bastian. 

Students and their parents had the opportunity to speak to thirty different businesses and or-

ganisations who had set up their stands in the Street. A range of specific career opportunities 

were represented including ophthalmology, creative & media, childcare, engineering, out-

door education and hospitality & catering. In addition students had the opportunity to explore 

apprenticeships, going to college and what university can offer. Advice was detailed and far 

reaching but Nicola Edwards, Volunteer Co-ordinator of BF Adventure summed up the aim of 

the evening with the following words of wisdom: “ Explore every option, think broadly – you can 

do anything!” 

Following the Year 9 event, Penryn College also hosted the Post 16 Pathways Day on Monday 

23rd November 2015, writes Mrs Burley. Supporting us on the day were representatives from 

Truro College, Cornwall College (inc Duchy and Falmouth Marine School), Falmouth 6th Form, 

Helston 6th Form, RAF, Army, Royal Marines/Navy, Falmouth University, University of Exeter,           

Interserve, National Careers Service and Combined Universities in Cornwall.   

This event gave our Year 11 students an opportunity to sign up for workshops of their choice, 

the aim being for the students to be able to explore the full range of post-16 opportunities 

open to them. Twenty seven workshops were on offer which included hands on sessions in;       

Biology - heart dissections, Carpentry and Joinery - making a bird box, media and engaging in 

a practical and fun Adobe Photoshop workshop. Following on from these workshops all the  

organisations stayed on for a market place in the afternoon, where pupils were able to go 

around individual stands and ask any last minute questions regarding their college               

applications. 
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HANNAH AND FINLAY EXCEL IN POETRY COMPETITION 

Two Penryn College Students have won awards for their 

work in the Charles Causley Poetry Competition. Year 7 

student Finlay Cavannagh won first prize in the age 9-11 

category, with Year 11 pupil Hannah Eggleton coming in 

second place in the hotly contested 12-16 age group.  

Both students read their poems to the audience at the 

North Cornwall Book Festival in St Endellion, and to guest poet and author,         

Annamaria Murphy. 

Both poems will be published in the Journal of the Causley Society and are         

featured in the local press. Director of the Charles Causley Trust, Amanda Harris, 

was full of praise for both students. “It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the 

Charles Causley Trust to announce the winners. Both poems were greatly                 

admired.” 

IT’S REGIONALS AGAIN FOR COLLEGE NETBALL STARS 
Penryn College’s Under 14 Netball team have em-

ulated the successes of previous year groups, by 

qualifying for next year’s Regional Finals following 

a good showing at the Under 14 County Netball 

Championships. 

The girls came up against tough opposition on the 

day, which included 22 other schools from around 

the county at the tournament held at Truro School. 

In wet and windy conditions the Penryn side swept 

all before them in the group stages, as they ad-

vanced into the knockout stages with an unbeat-

en record. 

As the competition got tougher the girls would 

have to up their game, which they did, catching 

the eye with an impressive 17-4 quarter final vic-

tory against Humphry Davy School. The semi-final 

would prove a stern test against Richard Lander 

School, who the girls had beaten earlier in the 

day in their group. Penryn held on for a close 7-6 

victory to advance to the final. 

Penryn faced the hosts Truro School in the final – in a contest where both sides had beaten one another 

over the years. There were plenty of nerves on display in a tense game, but Penryn lost out narrowly 4-2. 

It did nothing to dampen their spirits though, as qualification for the South West Regionals had already 

been secured. 

Mrs Walker was delighted with the girls. “We played some really good netball during the day. Every 

member of the squad contributed and was fantastic. The girls were a credit to the college and are all 

really excited about the regionals.” 

Front row: Rosie Glover, Immy levick, Liberty Hartley, Harly Beale, Millie Hewitt                                            

Back row: Fabienne Bull, Maddie Roe, Jess Powell, Izzy Hopkins, Molly Barlow, Lauren Rowe. 
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Next Pennant - February 2016.                                                                                                               

Headteacher: Marie Hunter                                                                                                    
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What ‘they’ said  

What they tweeted… 

@woofulcher “Thank 

you for all the fantastic        

updates! Certainly put          

parents minds at rest.” 

@penninsulaSSP “Winners of 

the KS3 girls and boys         

handball are Penryn                 

College!” 

In this month’s literacy box, we 

are looking at ‘literacy plas-

ters’. We’ve started with one 

below, can you find any in the 

rest of The Pennant? 

Literacy Box - Plasters! 

ATTENDANCE 

A big thank you to pupils and parents for all your 

hard work this term on attendance. Our whole 

school attendance is at 96.24% which is higher 

than this time last year. A big congratulations to 

302 of our students with 100% attendance this year 

so far. You will all receive certificates and be       

entered into the prize draw!  

Please remember, as little as 2 days absent from 

school equates to 13 hours of learning missed.             

Pupils have told us how frustrating it is to try and 

catch up so please ensure you child attends 

school regularly.  


