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Remember to give your views with Parent View. Simply visit 

parentview.ofsted.gov.uk and select ‘give your views’. If you haven’t 

registered already, it is quick and easy. You will receive a log in via 

your chosen email account. There are 10 multiple choice questions 

about your child’s experience at Penryn College and it shouldn’t take 

more than five minutes. We are very grateful for all feedback. 
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CLASS OF 2015 SENT OFF IN STYLE 

Penryn College’s ‘Class of 2015’ bowed out in style at Merchant’s Manor in June, at the 2015 Penryn College Prom. 

The event marked the end of five years at the college and more recently, the end of the students GCSE exams. It 

was a stunning night in Falmouth, with the fine weather adding to the superb atmosphere, as over 175 pupils and 

staff arrived on the night.  

As ever, one of the most anticipated parts of the evening was the arrivals and this year didn’t disappoint. Students 

arrived in sports cars, limousines, by horse and carriage and in one case, a tractor! Hundreds of friends and family 

watched on and took pictures in the sun, to give the students a real Hollywood red carpet welcome. The boys 

looked smart in their suits, with the girls looking equally glamorous in various gowns and dresses. The year group 

gathered together on the hotel lawn for photographs and a quick chat, before heading inside for a first glimpse of 

the decorations. 

A theme of ‘a night under the stars’ dazzled the room with fairy lights hanging above the students as they dined, 

with a candy stall and photo booth on the side to give proceedings a real party feel. Following an excellent three 

course meal served by the superb Merchants Manor staff, the students danced the night away with local dj ‘Kris 

Kool’. The students then said their goodbyes and headed off for the long summer, before they return to the Col-

lege to pick up their exam results at the end of August.  

Organiser and Press & Communications Officer at Penryn College, Ross Hancock said, “A massive thank you to 

everyone who helped organise the night, it was a great success again. From the Prom committee to the staff at 

Merchants Manor, it’s been a great effort.” He added. “The students deserve a night to celebrate after the hard 

work of their exams and we were lucky with such fabulous weather again. It was a fantastic evening.”  



5 

PENRYN COLLEGE NEWSLETTER JULY 2015 

 

For more visit www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk or follow @collegepenryn 

HISTORIC HOUSE HOSTS BUDDING YOUNG DESIGNERS 

History met haute-couture as students from Penryn 

College took their fashion designs to the Enys es-

tate for a fashion shoot. 

A group of 13 GCSE textiles students spent a day 

at the beautiful Enys Gardens on the outskirts of 

Penryn showing off their re-created fashion prod-

ucts for Launceston-based clothing line Nomads. 

The girls were given a makeover by a team of hair-

dressers from the level three hairdressing course at 

Falmouth Sixth Form and Penryn College’s personal 

make-up team led by Joe Stambridge. 

Once they were glammed up, the girls showed off 

their creations around the house at Enys, all under 

the lens of fashion photography student Michelle 

Tirronen from Falmouth University. Later on it was time for the students to present their work to the actual fashion 

designer/founder of the official Nomads clothing line. 

Teacher Lorraine Aonso said: "Every year Vicky Jackson takes time out of her busy schedule to drive down from 

Launceston to meet and support the young aspiring students. Vicky evaluated each student's portfolio with the 

college's head of textile technology to choose a winner of the 'Most Commercially Viable Product' challenge. 

This year they picked Megan Whitbread-Jordan with her dyed, pleated and printed skort design. 

Shortly behind, only just taking second place, was Ki Loveday- Edwards with his exquisite mid -length tailored 

coat. Lorraine said: "This truly complemented Emille Hopkin’s lovely figure, not only was she a model for Ki’s prod-

uct, but she is a friend and class-mate of his. 

"Overall, the whole group of achieving students had a fantastic experience which left them both inspired and 

enthused about fashion and their future careers." The students would like to thank Penryn College staff, the Enys 

Gardens team, and particularly Christopher Anderson, and Michelle Tirronen. 
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SPOTY15 SUCCESS FOR AMY AND CHARLIE 

 

Another busy and successful year of sport at Penryn Col-

lege was celebrated at the 7th annual Sports Personality 

Awards. Students from year 7-11 were recognised for their 

achievements from the past year and voted for by over 

800 of their peers! In the first award of the evening, Year 

11 pupils Mollie Martin and Max Bowden were voted as 

the top Sports Performers for the year. Mollie enjoyed a 

variety of success including captaining the U16 Netball 

team to the national finals, with Max enjoying an excel-

lent year in athletics and football. The team of the year 

honour went to the superb U16 Netball team who 

reached the national finals after a clean sweep of county 

championships in their five years at the college. Finn 

Cross was the second recipient of the Ros Bastian award 

for an excellent contribution off the field this year. 

Special Guests on the night were ex pupils and County Championship winners with Cornwall, Lewis Webb and 

George Jones. The pair spoke about their time at the college as well as handing out awards and posing for pho-

tos with the prestigious Bill Beaumont Cup, which made an appearance on the night. In year 10, Tilly Theobald 

scooped the prize for a superb year in surfing, with Cealan D’Souza taking home the boys prize after competing 

in many sports across the school. Megan Hart and Floyd Radcliffe won the year 9 awards, Megan for a standout 

year in Netball and Floyd, for continued excellence in athletics. 

As ever the atmosphere on the night was electric, with some great entertainment on display including the always 

eagerly anticipated PE Staff Question of Sport, pitting female members of staff against their male counterparts. 

Much to the delight of the crowd, the girl’s team won for the first time in 7 attempts! Before the main event, there 

was still time to crown Liberty Hartley and Guy Brooks as the year 8 winners, with Maddie Roe and Sam Walker the 

victors in year 7. Liberty had a superb year in both athletics and netball, Guy impressed for his all-round ability in a 

variety of sports as did Maddie, and Sam enjoyed a great year in both rugby and football. 

With the anticipation building, it was time to announce the new male and female Sports Personalities of the Year 

2015. Year 8 pupil Charlie Levick was announced as the boy’s winner after a stunning year. Charlie was selected 

for the Cornwall rugby team at age group level, was a silver medallist in the county 100m final, captained the 

school rugby team and was a county finalist for the school football team. Year 9’s Amy Walker took home the girls 

award after being nominated for the second year in a row. Amy had another impressive year gaining selection 

for the regional netball academy, representing the county u17 badminton team (aged just 14) and selection for 

the county hockey and cross country teams. 
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NEW STUDENTS GET FIRST GLIMPSE OF COLLEGE 
Year 6 pupils starting at Penryn College in 

September got a taste of what’s to come at 

the recent ‘New Intake Evening’. Students 

and parents were invited to meet their new 

tutors for the new school year and were 

shown around the facilities. Guests on the 

night met in Kernewek Hall for a brief talk 

from members of staff and current pupils be-

fore making their way around the building to 

familiarise themselves with the surroundings. 

There was also a chance to sample some of 

the food and drink from the menu that will 

be available to students in the canteen, 

learn about the summer school and step-

ping stones day in the summer holidays, 

meet with the Parents Forum and secure 

locker space for September, with staff mem-

bers on hand to answer any queries.  

Students also had the opportunity to buy and 

order uniform, including the new PE Kit that 

was launched on the evening by ‘A-Game’. 

Year 7 students Fabienne Bull and Elim Sefi 

modelled the kit. Fabienne said, “I really like the new PE Kit, it fits nicely. It’s comfortable and it 

looks great.” she said. Elim was also impressed with the new kit, “It looks really smart, we have 

had nice kit for matches before, but now we will be wearing this in all of our PE lessons. The 

design and the fit makes you feel more professional.”  

KEEP AN EYE FOR EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS! 
While students and teachers enjoy their summer holidays, the work con-

tinues at Penryn College - and there are some exciting new develop-

ments due to be unveiled by the time the new term comes around! 

The college has been working hard alongside some local media com-

panies to produce a plethora of new multimedia content. First of all is 

the ‘Welcome to Penryn College’ video, produced by Idenna, which will 

soon be available to view online. The school website is going to be relaunched with a major 

facelift and many exciting and useful new features, taken into account after feedback from 

students, staff and parents. 

We will also be unveiling the first display on our Wall of Fame, as voted for by the pupils.         

Local graphics company 20/20 design will also be updating the corridors with new canvas 

print shots, keep an eye to see if you’re there! 
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ACHIEVERS RECOGNISED FOR HARD WORK 

Penryn College's high achievers have been rewarded for their efforts at the final 

achievement awards of the academic year. Students are awarded achieve-

ment points for anything from excellent classwork and homework, to excellent 

contributions in class, excellent behaviour or even helping others, and the top 

performing students were presented with a certificate and a gift voucher in a for-

mal ceremony at the college. 

The college's communications officer, Ross Hancock, said: "Students have had to 

work harder than ever to obtain even one achievement point this year, so Dylan 

Pimlott was a worthy top of the pops, with his 15 points for this term." 

He noted that there was a great degree of consistency among the top achiev-

ers, with 10 of the 13 students amassing 12 points and two others, Hollie Davis 

and Josh Knight, collecting 13 points each. The top three were all presented with 

gift vouchers for their excellent hard work. 

The achievers were: Dylan Pimlott (15) Hollie Davis (13) Joshua Knight (13)           

Jenna Chapman (12) Jaden Crockford (12) Evie Dickson (12) Rebecca Grant 

(12) Louis Jamieson (12) Aiden Pellow (12) Natasha Potts (12) Daisy Terry (12)              

Max Van Dinther (12) 
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ALUMNI - CONNOR ROBERTSON 

 

Former pupil Connor Robertson 

has had his head shaved in 

memory of one of his best friends 

who died from cancer less than a 

year after being diagnosed. 

Connor, 17, returned to Penryn 

College, where he and Charlie 

Ingham had been students until 

last year, so that sports teachers 

Charlie Davis and Jake Ash could 

take up the clippers and shave 

half his head each. 

The teenager had been growing 

his hair since Christmas after de-

ciding to raise money for CLIC 

Sargent in support of Charlie who 

had been diagnosed with a large germ cell tumour in his chest in December. Sadly, Charlie, 

who had moved away after finishing school last year, died on June 2 before Connor had had 

a chance to arrange the head shave. 

Even more determined, Connor sprang into action and organised to return to the college the 

day after Charlie's funeral to carry out his promise. "I had known him since I was four and we 

got to be very good friends," said Connor. "Last summer he had a cough that got worse and 

then in October/November time he had pneumonia and then about three weeks before Christ-

mas he discovered he had lung cancer." 

Charlie, like Connor, a former pupil at Mabe School and Penryn College, completed four 

courses of chemotherapy and then had surgery to remove the tumour from his chest. His con-

dition, however, continued to deteriorate and he died 

at Wythenshawe Hospital aged just 17. Writing on his 

JustGiving page, Connor's family said: "Charlie was the 

bravest person we knew, we felt lucky to have known 

him, his personality, sense of humour is something we 

will never forget. We as a family are shocked and dev-

astated by this." 

Dozens of students cheered Connor on as hair fell to 

the floor. His mum, Claire, a former hairdresser, started 

things off and then Mr Davis and Mr Ash took over and 

finished the job. Also there to support Connor were his 

grandparents Garry and Gloria Pidwell, of Penryn. 

Donations made by students and staff on the day to-

talled £105, bringing the amount raised so far to 

£1,215. Anyone wishing to donate should go to https://

www.justgiving.com/connor-robertson15. 
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CAREERS EVENING GIVES STUDENTS TASTE OF FUTURE 

 

SCHOOL CHARITY - MERCY SHIPS 

Year 9 students at Penryn 

College got a taste of their 

futures at the recent Able Pu-

pils Careers Evening, which 

saw representatives from vari-

ous local businesses, colleg-

es and services attend.  

One of the key moments as 

the pupils make the step up 

from Key Stage 3 to Key 

Stage 4 is to select their options for their GCSEs. It was a perfect opportunity to look at options 

beyond Penryn College, when those GCSEs are completed in a few years’ time.  

Pupils and parents, were given the opportunity to visit stalls and look at what options might best 

suit them, in a variety of different fields. There were representatives, from the Army, Navy and 

RAF as well as those on behalf of local further education courses, such as Truro and Penwith 

College, Cornwall College, Falmouth Sixth Form, Falmouth University and Exeter University. Oth-

er guests on the night included a local architect, Hine Downing Solicitors, Pendennis Shipyard, 

Natural England, a graphics designer and Unlocking Cornish Potential.  

Pupils at Penryn College have recently chosen the new school charity as Mercy Ships. Mercy 

Ships are an international, faith-based organisation with a mission to increase access to health 

care throughout the world, serving the poor regardless of race, gender or religion, helping over 

2.4million people so far. 

Mercy Ships is funded by an increasing number of committed supporters, including Individu-

als, Rotary Clubs, Trusts, Schools, Churches, and Companies, now including Penryn College. 

The School Council have worked 

tirelessly to select a new charity, 

setting up meetings on a regular 

basis and getting feedback 

from staff and pupils to ensure 

the right selection was made. 

The team are wasting no time in 

raising funds for the charity, with 

various cake sales, sponsored 

sponge throwing at teachers 

and several stalls at Sports Day 

including house wrist band sales.  
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COLLEGE STUDENTS SPEAK AT KERNOW BOOK AWARDS 

College students Sophia Mock, Mya 

Tate, Victoria Charman, Suzie 

Vaughan, Elosie Henessey, Nadia 

Wickes and Casey Ferris represented 

Penryn at the Kernow Youth Book 

Awards in St Austell hosted by the 

Kernow King. 

Dressed for the occasion as their fa-

vourite book characters, the girls 

took to the stage to deliver a spoken 

presentation to the large audience. 

Well done girls! 

POLICE CADETS AWARDS FOR COLLEGE PUPILS 

Penryn College students were honoured at the Fal-

mouth Community Police Cadet Awards, with sev-

eral students picking up prestigious awards for their 

hard work.  

Ty Gilbert, Ellie Richards and Neve Brunsden were 

all awarded with honours on the night, with past 

pupils Ashleigh Lewis and Zac Nancholas also rec-

ognised. 

Ellie (pictured left) was awarded the position of 

‘Mayor’s Cadet’ and will accompany the Mayor on 

formal duties for the next 12 months. This was an 

even bigger achievement, given that Ellie hasn’t 

been with the Cadets for long.  

Ty Gilbert is now at the highest rank possible in 

the cadets following his gold award on the 

evening, which recognised the completion of 

36 of the 40 possible sessions. Ty (also pictured 

left), received his senior cadet epaulet.  

Former pupil Zac Nancholas was given the 

honour of ‘Cadet of the Year’, following his 

sterling work in the last 12 months.  

The awards were presented by Falmouth Town 

Mayor John Body, who named the cadets as 

the first recipients of the PC Andy Hocking 

Community Service Award, accepted by the 

cadets’ mentor and Penryn College PSCO Ellie 

Grey. 
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MEMORABLE NIGHT FOR Y9 GRADUATES 
 

Year 9 Penryn College pupils celebrated the end of Key 

Stage 3 and moving into Key Stage 4 at the annual end 

of year Graduation Ceremony. The students are about to 

embark on two very important years in their school lives 

when they return as year 10 and GCSE pupils in Septem-

ber. However there was still time before the summer break 

to celebrate as a year group, following three years of 

hard work and achievements 

Aside from the awards, there was plenty on offer for the 

guests and students who arrived to form what was an 

electric, capacity crowd on the night. Prefects served 

drinks to guests at reception, who were welcomed by mu-

sical performances in the stairwell by more senior stu-

dents. There was also the chance to get a quick snap tak-

en in the traditional graduation cap and gown! 

There were several other performances on the night dur-

ing the ceremony, including the graduation choir, 

demolusion dance crew and selected musical perform-

ers from the year group. The audience also had a 

chance to look back at a review of the sporting year. Staff 

were on hand from the four houses to give out awards for 

academic excellence and excellent contributions to their houses and in their subjects. 

The final part of the evening showcased the attainment of students in the bronze, silver, gold 

and platinum awards categories. The Platinum Award Winners reward for achieving the top lev-

els, is an adventure day on Swanpool Beach with elemental. All those in attendance will no 

doubt look back fondly on what was a memorable night. 
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PUPIL PREMIUM ELIGIBILITY 
 

In the 2015 to 2016 financial year, schools will receive the following funding for each child registered as eligible 
for free school meals at any point in the last 6 years: 

• £1,320 for pupils in reception year to year 6 

• £935 for pupils in year 7 to year 11 

Schools will also receive £1,900 for each pupil who has left local-authority care because of 1 of the following: 

• adoption 

• a special guardianship order 

• a child arrangements order  

• a residence order  

If a pupil has been registered as eligible for free school meals and has also left local-authority care for any of the 
reasons above, they will attract the £1,900 rate. Children who have been in local-authority care for 1 day or more 
also attract £1,900 of pupil premium funding. The Pupil Premium is to help schools raise the attainment of disad-
vantaged pupils and close the gap with their peers. It is paid to schools in respect of disadvantaged pupils in Re-
ception to Year 11. To enable Penryn College to claim the Pupil Premium, you will need to inform Mrs Cunning-
ham, Director of Business Development & Operations, about your child and provide supporting evidence, for ex-
ample, show him the original Adoption (Court) Order. 

FRENCH EXCHANGE STUDENTS RETURN TO TOULOUSE 
Penryn students enjoyed the 
return leg of this year’s French 
exchange trip, visiting 
Collège Clėmence Isaure 
School in Toulouse, writes Mr. 
Reading. 

Our itinerary, as usual, was an 
interesting blend of educa-
tional and fun activities. Pen-
ryn College students spent 
time in Toulouse City Centre 
and did a treasure hunt 
around the fascinating Vicor 
Hugo food market. They did 
excursions to the Airbus pro-
duction plant and the medi-
eval walled city of Carcas-
sonne. We also had an inter-
esting tour of the Toulouse 
rugby stadium by former 

player and three-time champion of France, Michel Marfaing. At the weekend, Penryn College students had time 
with their exchange partners and enjoyed a wide range of free-time activities. On Monday morning they were 
brimming with stories of trips to the Pyrenees and time spent sunning themselves by their hosts’ swimming pools! 
The group were tired but very buoyant. The heat was searing throughout and our students were reminded on a 
daily basis of the need for sun cream and hydration.  

We spent a morning in our host school and our students were somewhat taken aback by the austere surroundings 
of an inner city secondary school and the many differences between our respective education systems. Many will 
be returning with a new perspective on their own school and a nascent appreciation of the buildings and facilities 
at Penryn College. As usual, the last night saw the farewell party where the host parents provided a lovely spread 
of food in a relaxed atmosphere. The following morning there were tears at the airport as we boarded the plane. 
It was gratifying to see that the exchange programme can, in many instances, lead to lasting friendships which 
overcome differences of nationality and locality. 
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Next Pennant - October 2015. We’ll take a look at the Jazz Band’s trip to Barcelona and Y7 in the Scilly Isles!                             

Head Teacher: Marie Hunter                                                                                                   

Penryn College, Kernick Road, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 8PZ                                                                      

phone:01326 372379 fax:01326 373194                                                                                                             

email:secretary@penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk                                                                                        

web:www.penryn-college.cornwall.sch.uk                                                                                              

twitter:@collegepenryn                                                                                                               

 

What ‘they’ said  

What they tweeted… 

@SuzRBull “Well done to all at 

the @collegepenryn Sports 

Personality Evening.”    

@agamesportsltd “Great 

night at @collegepenryn this 

evening! New kit has gone 

down a treat!” 

Bored this summer? Enter a competition! 

Become a reading activist! 

Visit these links to find out how! Take a look 

at what the teachers will be reading be-

low... 

 

http://readingagency.org.uk/young-

people/001-news/to-kill-a-mockingbird-

competition.html 

 

http://readingagency.org.uk/young-

people/004-get-involved/004-what-do-

reading-activists-do/ 

What will you be reading? 

I’ll be reading…….. 

The Goldfinch by Donna Tar� - Mrs Westhead 

 

Harper Lee's 'Go Set A Watchman' - Mr Herring 

 

‘The woman who went to bed for a year’, by Sue Townsend - Mrs Ball 

 

Kazuo Ishiguro's 'The Buried Giant' - Mr Harvey 

 

'Go Set a Watchman'  - Mrs Herring 

 

'God in ruins' by Kate Atkinson - Mrs Pointon 
 

“The Abyss Beyond Dreams” by Sci-Fi writer Peter F Hamilton - Mr La Borde 


