
Textiles Year 10 Unit 1 Overview: Inspired Textiles: Working with Industry 

You will learn about  

--How to produce commercially viable ideas after studying and identifying ways in which the chosen company can 
influence your own work. 
 
-Observational skills used to record fabric texture, drape, transparency and shadow in textile product design, using a 
range of tones. 

-How designers use a variety of different drawing mediums inc. CAD to illustrate their ideas 

-A variety of different textile decoration and structure techniques and effects suited to end use 

-How to copy a pattern shape using existing products and pattern blocks, to enable accurate fit and precise 
proportions  

-How to re-thread a lockstitch and CAD embroidery sewing machine and sew with confidence independently 

 

You will be able to 

-Create focused mood boards and storyboards identifying key imagery for product development 

- Create tonal realistic designs of textile products using a range of different drawing mediums and approaches 

- Explore and experiment with a variety of different textile decoration effects and techniques producing samples that 
are relevant and inspired 

- Produce finished items/s for the professional photoshoot in the Spring Term. 

Lesson Overview  
• Introduction to GCSE 

Assessment 
Objectives.   Focus 
on the language and 
key words used. 

• Research the focus 
company and 
identify between 2 
and 4 key images for 
decoration focus. 

• Analyse via spider 
diagrams the design 
concept of the focus 
company 

• Research one 
renowned relevant 
designers and one 
local relevant 
designer as a 
starting point for 
textile decoration 
experimentation. 

• Observe fabric 
texture, drape, 
pleats, tucks and 
transparency using a 
range of tones to 

Key Words and terminology from GCSE specification-pupils will write definitions 
for these in their sketchbooks: 
Investigations 
Insights 
Annotation 
Intentions 
Moderate 
Minimal 
Exceptional 
Consistent 
Effective 
Critical understanding 
Experiment 
Visual language 
Refine 
Discrimination 
Select 
Purposefully 
Rigorously 
Source 
Reference 
Theme 
 
Subject key words: 

 Context - The ideas or reasons behind a piece of artwork.  
  

Commercial Viability in Textiles – the ability of a product design to compete 
effectively and to make a profit whilst pushing the concept forward into the 
next decade. 
A Design Concept - ‘an abstract idea’. But for a designer, it is a broad 
umbrella of steps of how to ‘ideate a design’. It involves research, analysis 
and thorough understanding of end user. 



record patterns of 
light and shadow. 

• Experiment and 
develop skills with 
different drawing 
mediums and 
illustration styles to 
find the most 
suitable 

• Experiment and 
develop skills with 
different CAD 
drawing mediums  

• Experiment through 
sampling new and 
developing textile 
decoration and 
structure techniques 

• Estimate, measure 
and research fit 
before developing a 
paper pattern using 
flat pattern cutting 
and/or modelling to 
the stand 
techniques. 

• Review and refine 
ideas, techniques 
and possesses used 
relating to the focus 
company style using 
annotation to record 
thoughts. 

• Select, ideas, 
techniques and 
effects used to 
create a final textile 
item that is both 
highly creative and 
commercially viable 
for the focus 
company 
photoshoot. 

 
Composition - The use of space and position of objects in a piece of work 
 
Proportion-The size of part of something in relation to the rest. 
 
Tonal/tone-the light and darkness of an object. A range of tones can be 
used to record patterns of light and shadow. 
 
Contrast – opposites e.g. light/dark 
 
Texture - the visual and especially tactile quality of a surface: rough 
texture. The characteristic structure of the interwoven or intertwined 
threads, strands, or the like, that make up a textile fabric: coarse texture. 
 
Transparency - See-through clothing is any garment of clothing made with 
lace, mesh or sheer fabric that allows the wearer's body or undergarments 
to be seen through its fabric. A sheer fabric is a thin cloth which is semi-
transparent. 
 
Subtle/Incremental - small differences or changes to something. 
 
Radical – A bold or complete change  
 
Inspirational Themes 

Gothic – Gothic fashion is a clothing style marked by conspicuously dark, 
mysterious, antiquated and homogeneous features. It is worn by members of 
the Goth subculture. A dark, sometimes morbid fashion and style of dress, 
typical gothic fashion includes a pale complexion with coloured black hair, 
black lips and black clothes. 
 

Speed and Movement – The way in which artists and designers use marks 
and colour to suggest motion or explore movement 

Beach Life – The inspirations and coastal themed ideas reflecting the 
colours and tones, textures, objects, sports and sea life found on the beach 

Fairies - A fairy is a type of mythical being or legendary creature in 
European folklore, a form of spirit. The term fairy is sometimes used 
to describe any magical creature, including goblins and gnomes. 

Bohemian - In modern use, the term "Bohemian" is applied to people who live 
unconventional, usually artistic, lives. The original "Bohemians" were travelers or 
refugees from central Europe (hence, the French bohémien, for "gypsy"). 

Decorative and Structural Techniques: 
 
Felting 
Silk Painting 
Devore 
Laser cutting 
Laser engraving 
Heat embossing 
Heat Moulding 
3D shape via darts, pleats, tucks, gathers etc 
Boning 
Withy Structure 
Free/Hand/C.A.D. Embroidery 
Applique 
Quilting 
4 Thread Overlocker 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gypsy


Lockstitch 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested reading or 
support available  
 
Websites: 
Nomads Clothing.com 
3i Dogs Architectural & 
Interior Design 
Rogue Theatre  
Finisterre.com 
 
Fashion Illustration: 
www.illustrationweb.co
m/styles/fashion 
paperfashion.net 
iloveillustration.net 
fsketcher.com 
fashionillustrationtribe.com 
joanna-baker.com/posts 
 
 

Cross curricular 
SMSC- Consider how artists can use artwork to give a visual message about 
world/current/personal events or issues eg. Supporting fairtrade, surfers against 
sewage, re-using to reduce landfill, supporting local creative industry 
 
Numeracy- Estimation and existing product fit analysis 
Measuring proportions. 
 
Literacy-  
Use different forms of annotation for explanations, descriptions, evaluations, 
communicating ideas, problem solving, step-by-step processes in development of 
ideas, evaluations and to show critical understanding of designers work. 
Use a variety of techniques to record written annotations, such as, notes, 
extended writing, labelling, word frames/sentence starters, mind maps, annotated 
links to visual images, key word/terminology definitions, bullet points. 

 

https://paperfashion.net/
https://iloveillustration.net/
http://www.fsketcher.com/
http://www.fashionillustrationtribe.com/blog-2/
http://joanna-baker.com/posts/


 


