
Year 7 Unit 2 Overview- The Norman Invasion 1066 
 
 

Completion date: W/C 14th Oct – W/C 25th Nov. 
Target grade for test:  
 
 

You will learn about: The causes of the conflict, those who would be King 
of England and how the fate of the country was decided at the Battle of 
Hastings.  
 

You will develop the skills of: Writing effective explanations and 
analysing the importance/significance of historical events. 

Lesson Overview  
 

1. Introduction: England 1065.  

2. Who were the claimants to the throne? 

3. The Battle of Hastings: Before the battle. 

4. The Battle of Hastings: Tactics and Leadership. 

5. Assessment 

6. DIT 

There will also be enrichment opportunities… 

 

1. Design a claimant family tree. 

2. What was the Bayeux tapestry and what can 

Historian’s learn from it? 

3. The Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

4. How did the Normans change Britain? The 

Feudal system and Domesday book. 

5. The Harrying of the North 

Key Words 
Anglo-Saxon – The people who lived in England before 
1066. 
Bayeux tapestry – An embroidered cloth showing the 
events of the Norman conquest of England. 
Cavalry – Soldiers who fight on horseback. 
Claimant – A person making a claim in this case to the 
English throne. 
Conquest – When an invading country gains control of 
another. 
Domesday Book: a record of the value and ownership, of 
land in England, made in 1086 by order of William I. 
(Basically a record of who owned what and how much it 
was worth!) 
Feudal system – The way England was organised after the 
Norman invasion. Everyone had to provide a service to 
someone else. 
Harrying of the North: the slaughter of those who resisted 
Norman rule in Northumbria in 1069-1070 by the army of 
William the Conqueror. 
Heir: a person legally entitled to the property or rank of 
another on that person's death.  
Invasion – A military takeover of another country/land. 
Monarchy – When a country is ruled by a King or Queen. 
Norman – People from Normandy in modern day France. 
Tactics- Careful planning. Usually describing military 
action. 
Witan – The Anglo-Saxon Kings advisors. 

Suggested reading or support available  
Suggested reading 
 

 The Children of the King by Sonya Hartnett  

 Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess by Richard 
Platt 

 Wulf the Saxon: A Story of the Norman Conquest 
(Dover Children's Classics)  

 1066 (I Was There) Paperback – 1 Jan 2015  by Jim 
Eldridge (Author) 

 Stormin' Normans (Horrible Histories) Paperback – 4 
Aug 2016 by Terry Deary 

 
Useful websites:  
http://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zfphvcw 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/medieval-england/  

Cross curricular: 
 
SMSC: Understand and appreciate the wide range of cultural 
influences that have shaped your own heritage.  
 
Literacy: Write in chronological order. Use of Historical 
vocabulary. Gather information and apply these to come to 
an informed decision. Writing effective explanations 
analysing the importance/significance of historical events. 
 
Numeracy: Chronology, timelines, converting data from pie 
charts to bar charts. Learning the difference between 
discrete and continuous data. 
 

Research Note-making Group work & 
discussion 

Memorisation Precision & 
accuracy 

Independence Reflection 
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