
Year 10 Unit 2 Historical Environment: British sector on the 

Western Front 1914-18: injuries, treatments, and the 

trenches. 

Completion date:   

Target grade for tests:  

You will learn about:  

• The context of the British sector of Western Front and the trench system. 

• The types of injuries and illnesses that were experienced by soldiers in the Western Front. 

• How developments in medicine in the early 20th century contributed to the treatment of 
soldiers in the Western Front.  

• The different developments in surgery and medicine used to treat soldiers in the Western 
Front.  

You will be able to:  

• Use sources to frame appropriate questions in your enquiry into medicine in the British 
sector of the Western Front.  

• Analyse and evaluate source utility 

• Describe key features of this topic.  
 

Lesson Overview: 7 lessons. 
 

1. Introduction, the causes of WW1 and 
the context of the British sector of 
Western Front  

2. Usefulness of sources 
3. Follow up questions 
4. Descriptions 
5. Usefulness of sources 
6. Revision 
7. End of unit test 
8. Reflection and Review 

 

Key Words 
 
All key words will be written and defined into the 
glossary in the back of your workbooks. 
 

Suggested reading or support available 
 
Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History Medicine in 
Britain Revision Guide and Workbook. 
Publisher: Pearson    
Trenches: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zy9d6sg 
Life in the trenches: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zjj3kqt 
Shell Shock: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfkgkqt 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnA9V7
mPK-
A&list=PLcvEcrsF_9zLkbtO1kTTSRTkVYuvv4dg
o&index=5&t=0s 
Watch the film ‘1917’ 

Cross curricular 
 
SMSC: express and respect personal values and 
feelings, explore ideas of right and wrong, 
explore ethical issues, consider different beliefs, 
values and concepts, understand consequences, 
offer reasoned views. 
 
Literacy: Description of key features, usefulness 
of sources and source analysis 
 
Numeracy: chronology. 
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