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January 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer(s) 
 
It’s been three months since I last wrote to you, outlining some key details regarding GCSE English 
Language and English Literature at Penryn College, so I thought I would send an update. 
 
I hope you’ve had a chance to access your child’s Virtual School and look at the feedback, areas for 
development and grade they achieved for their ‘Unit 1 Assessment: Modern Drama’. The results for 
every English assessment will be available to you in this way. 
 
Since November, as I am sure you are aware, all Year 10 students have been studying the remaining 
poems from the ‘Love and Relationships’ cluster in the AQA Anthology. There are 15 poems in total 
in the Anthology - we covered six poems in Year 9 and we have covered nine poems in Year 10. As 
well as the Anthology Poetry, we have also been focusing on the ‘Unseen Poetry’ element of the 
course. In both this forthcoming assessment and their final GCSE Literature exam, students will be 
required to compare two poems that they have studied in depth, as well as analysing and comparing 
two poems they haven’t seen before. 
 
Our second ‘End of Unit Assessment’ is fast approaching and will be on Monday 30th January 2023 
(lesson 1 and 2); we will be assessing the work we have covered since November: Anthology Poetry 
and Unseen Poetry. Students will be given one hour and 45 minutes to respond to three questions - 
they will need to write two extended essays: 30 marks and 24 marks, and one shorter response: 
eight marks. 
 
In order to achieve success in this forthcoming assessment, as always, students will need to prepare 
fully, completing all classwork, homework and revision set for them, as well as ensuring that all 
catch-up work is complete. Students are required to have an in-depth knowledge and understanding 
of the nine poems we have covered in Year 10. They also need to be able to analyse the language, 
structure and imagery in poetry, use key terminology and quotations to support their points, and 
explain their effects in depth and detail. 
 
As always, students have access to a wealth of revision resources on Showbie: flashcards, key 
terminology, key quotations, YouTube clips, knowledge organisers, sample essays and practice 
questions. Any help you can offer at home, in terms of talking through the poems, testing key 
quotations and key terminology, will be invaluable and much appreciated. Revision guides for every 
unit of the GCSE English Language and Literature course are available on ParentPay and can be 
collected from the English Office. 
 
We are keen to ensure that students build upon their experiences of Assessment 1 and make 
Assessment 2 even more successful. Please do not hesitate to contact me, or your child’s English 
teacher, if you require any further information or support. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Emmie Williams  
Head of English  
 


