
Welcome to the Year 11 Countdown
to GCSEs 2024/2025



Within your packs you have:
ÅKey Date Sheet
ÅNovember Mock Topic Lists
Å50hrs Revision Planner
ÅAfterschool Subject Support Session Timetable
ÅMock Timetable
Å5 x Weekly Revision Planners
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Attendance: Every day counts
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How do levels of  attendance impact Y11 students at Penryn College? 

In last year's Y11: 

82% of students whose attendance is above 95% gain at least 5 good GCCSE grades 

38% of students whose attendance is lower than 90% gain at least 5 good GCCSE grades
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The importance of Maths and English
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To guarantee Yr11 success amongst other things, English and Maths this year,

has to be a minimum grade 5 mindset!

CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦŜƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎƛŘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
putting early strategies in place to secure those benchmarks.

Secondly, the exams boards were instructed to push back grade thresholds in line 
with pre-covid percentages; i.e. GCSEs were harder.

How do I make this happen?



The importance of staying ahead with coursework subjects . 

BTEC Courses - Dance, Music, Health & Social Careand Creative Media Production 

These technical subjects all include threecomponents, oneof which will have been submitted in Year 10, 
During Year 11 students will sit twomore components: 

one component during this term and onein the Spring term 

It is vital that students attend all ofthese lessons, as the work they are completing is, in essence, their exam.
Any hours of learning missed, will be cannot be caught up. It is essential that they attend these 

lessons.

We can only submit work that has been completed in exam conditions by the deadline set by the exam 

board. 

Departments will be sending you direct emails over the next week with clear timelines 

and submission dates.
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These subjects all have coursework elements:

Non-Exam Assessment (NEA)- Engineering, DT, Food, Music GCSE,Drama GCSE, Art/Textiles and PE 
GCSE, Hospitality & Catering

Students need to be aware that the practical elements of these courses will be submitted as part of the 
NEA element of the course.

Cambridge Nationals  ð Enterprise & Marketing and Sport Science 

Students are currently completing their second coursework unit in lessons and then will move on to 

learning the content for the terminal exam.

It is again vital that students attendthese lessons, as the work they are completing now is, in essence, their 
exam.

Any hours of learning missed, will be hard to catch up. 
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Where students have missed sections of work, departments are 

setting up afterschool 
catch up sessions, and if invited, it is essential students attend to 

achieve the best possible outcome.
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What's next and how can we support your 

choices

Definition of Post 16 .
Students must continue in some form of education and 

training until their 18th birthday. 
Post 16 is the collective name given to the training or 

courses that students take after Year 11.
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The higheryour GCSE grades, the more course choices will be available to you. From 
experience, we wouldsuggest:
Å8/10 Grade 7s or higher =A Levels, International Baccalaureate (IB) Level 3 Apprenticeship
Å10 Grade 5s = Level 3 Extended Diploma, Level 3 Apprenticeship, T Levels
Å10 Grade 3s =Level 2 Progression Courses (an additional year which includes retaking your 

Maths and English before starting a level 3 course in September 2026)

Please pop up to the library to talk to the Careers Team about where your current 
grades could take you or for help in applying for your next course. Look for the green t-shirts! 

**Colleges may offer you lower grades at interview but be aware, if you do
not meet the requestedgrades, you will be offered a different course. 

Aim high to secure your future and avoid disappointment.**
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Post 16 



Post 16 Choices: How are students supported?

ÅStudents will look at Post 16 choices in their Lifestyles lessons after October half term.
ÅAll Year 11 students will receive a 45minute Personal Guidance session to discuss their options with 

Hannah Ali from Careers4U.
ÅThe Careers Team are available to support all Post 16 applications. 
ÅPost 16 assemblies will be happening next week with visits from Truro College, Cornwall College, 

Falmouth Marine School, Falmouth Sixth Form & Helston Sixth Form.
ÅASK Apprenticeships will be in school on 23rd October to speak with all students.
ÅAll open days are shared via the Unifrog platform for students and on the newsletter for parents.
ÅOnce an application has been submitted an informal interview will be arranged usually via email. 

Please ensure your son/daughter checks their email regularly.
ÅA great resource produced locally called Which Way? Your Way! 
     will be emailed to all Year 11 parents this week!
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Applying for your Post 16 course.
ÅPost 16 training providers such as Truro College and Cornwall College will 

encourage students to apply before Christmas for their Post 16 course.
ÅMost applications are completed online and will request projected grades. 

These grades will not be available until after the November Mock exams.
ÅSome courses will fill quickly. These include the Engineering and Science 

Extended Diplomas,Construction and all level 2 courses. If you want to apply 
for these courses, pop and see the Careers Team who will help you with the 
required information.

ÅPendennis/ A&P / Fugro will start advertising their apprenticeships around 
February / March time. Support is available from the Careers Teamfor any 
student interested.

ÅA database of all available apprenticeships is available on Unifrog. Please call 
or email the Careers team for a parent Unifrog log in.
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Your pathway through the next 28 weeks to 

ensure you are fully prepared for your exams

Year 11 Countdown to GCSEs 2024/2025
How can you ensure success over the next 28 weeks?



Key Dates:November 
MockExams
Start week beginning 11th Nov for 
2 weeks.

In 36 Days

We are advising alongside HWK 
that you spend an extra 10hrs 
over 5 weeks #50hrs of revision

Key Dates:GCSE Exams
Start week beginning 5th May 
for 6 weeks.

In 28weeks

We are advisingthat spend10 
hrsover 8weeks#75hrsof 
revision.

These exams will be launched 
duringthe week of the 11th 
March.

Key Dates:February Mock Exams
Start on the 3rd Feb for 2 weeks.

In 16weeks

We are advising alongside 
HWKthat you spend anextra 
10hrsover 10 weeks#50hrs of 
revision.

These exams will be launched 
duringthe week of the 16th Dec.

Prep sessions and extended tutor are a privilege, this is not something other schools have.
This is your time to get ahead .

For the next 4 weeks, these sessions will be used for revision not HWK.
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Practice Phase 1
Preparing for Mock Exams 

Key Dates:November MockExams
Start week beginning 11th November for 2 weeks.
In 36 Days
See exam timetable in your pack

We are advising alongside HWK that you spend an extra 
10hrs over 5 weeks #50hrs of revision

You have 5 weeks from yesterday to prepare for these 
exams ς your tutors will help you to create a revision 
timetable this week.

This card is in your pack



Startearly

AskƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ

Attendany extra lessons offered

Workout a realistic revision timetable

Finda space where you can focus

MakeȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ

Followup a period of effective revision with a reward

There are no big secrets.
There is time.



3. Practice the exam 
questions

What does the 
question want from 

you? Take time to work 
ƛǘ ƻǳǘΧƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƪŜȅ 
words and command 

word.

2. Content

Do you know 
the facts / 
content / 
methods. 

Summarise, 
read and learn 
the main ideas. 

1. Check WHAT you

need to revise

Use the revision 
guide. Red / Amber / 

Green it, then go 
aheadrevise, starting 

with the red.

The 3 Cogs of 
revision 

Revision Guides are 
the key source of 
content other than your 
in class resources



In your packs you have 5 revision planners and a revision list for each 
subject.

Bring these with you to lessons and tutor time

Cog 1 
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Attend the afterschool support sessions ς 
Students who attended study support sessions 
with teachers last year, made greater progress. 

In addition to the afterschool support 
sessions,1hr 40of Extended Tutorcould add 
up to be 4 ς 5 hours of your revision plan.

Remember, Private Study can add an extra 
bonus slot of 90 mins.

So, using the time you have in school, if 
planned and used properly, could be 6hrs of 
your 10hrs of revision a week. 


